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PREFACE

Intermediate German is aimed at learners of German who have acquired a basis
in the language and want to progress further. It is also ideal for intermediate to
advanced learners who want to consolidate and extend their knowledge of German
grammar. The book can be used on its own or in connection with any major German
coursebook and is suitable for self-study, class-based learning or reference purposes.

Presentation of grammar

The book explains the essentials of German grammar in clear and simple language.
The format is easily accessible and grammar topics follow a progression, which
moves from simple aspects to more complex features. For more in-depth study,
there are cross-references to related grammar items. Explanations are simple and
avoid specialised terminology whenever possible while introducing key terms. The
vocabulary is practical and functional.

Structure of units

There are 26 units. Each unit covers one key grammar topic, which is contrasted
with English structures where appropriate. Most topics start out with an overview.
This is usually followed by a detailed explanation in an easy-to-follow, step-by-step
layout, breaking down complex aspects into simple segments. Examples in English
and German illustrate each point and introduce relevant vocabulary.

Checklists and exercises

Integrated exercises allow immediate transfer and practice to consolidate each
grammar point. Exercises are varied and progress from simple recognition to more
complex application of grammar points.

A checklist at the end of each unit reinforces main points and provides an oppor-
tunity to self-assess understanding of the material covered.

Answers to all exercises and the checklist are available in a key at the end of
the book.

Vi
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Using the book as a grammar reference

Unit headings indicate which grammar point is covered and the index at the end of
the book refers users to the relevant units. The glossary provides clear definitions
and simple explanations of key grammatical terms. When appropriate, cross-refer-
ences are provided within units.

Extra features

‘Did you know?’ sections

Useful tips on how to learn a language and learning specific grammar points as well
as information on current usage of German are found under the heading ‘Did you
know?’ at the end of each unit.

The book is suitable for

lower intermediate to advanced students
AS/A-level revision

courses at university and in further education
adult education courses

independent learners



UNIT 1

Nouns and gender

What are nouns?

Nouns are words used to name living creatures, objects, abstract qualities
or concepts:

Mann man Pullover jumper
Schonheit beauty Entwicklung development

German nouns - three genders

In German, nouns are classed as having one of three genders: masculine, feminine
or neuter and are written with an initial capital letter. In dictionaries and vocabulary
lists, the gender is usually indicated with der or m for masculine nouns, die or f for
feminine nouns and das or nt for neuter nouns.

Working out the gender

Often there seems to be no obvious relationship between a noun and its gender in
German: Pullover ‘jumper’ for instance is masculine, Jacke ‘jacket’ is feminine
and Kleid ‘dress’ is neuter.

However, there are two main ways that can help you to work out the gender:

e Certain endings indicate the gender.
¢ Some groups of nouns, usually linked by meaning, tend to be masculine or femi-
nine or neuter.



1 Endings indicating the gender
Nouns and
SfEieEy Masculine endings

The following endings usually indicate that the noun is masculine:

-ant der Konsonant consonant

-ast der Palast palace

-ich der Teppich carpet

-ig der Honig honey

-ling der Schmetterling butterfly

-or der Motor motor, engine
-us der Professionalismus professionalism

Some exceptions are das Restaurant ‘restaurant’, die Last ‘burden’, and das
Labor ‘laboratory’.

Feminine endings

The following endings tend to belong to feminine nouns:

-anz die Toleranz tolerance

-ei die Béackerei bakery

-enz die Intelligenz intelligence
-heit die Mehrheit majority

-ie die Astrologie astrology

-ik die Musik music

-ion die Kommunikation communication
-keit die Miidigkeit tiredness
-schaft die Wirtschaft economy

-tit die Kreativitiit creativity

-ung die Bedeutung meaning, importance
-ur die Natur nature

Some exceptions are: das Genie ‘genius’, das Stadion ‘stadium’, das Abitur

‘A-levels; school leaving qualification’.
Note that about 90% of nouns ending in -e is also feminine:

die Karriere career
die Schokolade chocolate

advert
question

die Anzeige
die Frage

Exceptions include: das Auge ‘eye’, das Ende ‘end’, das Interesse ‘interest’, der
Kise ‘cheese’, der Name ‘name’ and all male persons and some animals endings in
-e: der Junge ‘boy’, der Kollege ‘colleague’, der Lowe ‘lion’, etc.



Neuter endings

The following endings signal that a noun is neuter:

-chen das Mirchen fairy tale
-il das Profil profile
-lein das Minnlein little man
-ma das Klima climate
-ment das Instrument instrument
-0 das Auto car

-um das Zentrum centre

Some exceptions are: die Firma ‘company’, der Reichtum ‘wealth’.

Groups of nouns

There are also certain groups of nouns, usually linked by meaning, which tend to be

masculine or feminine or neuter:

Masculine

Male persons and male animals
Days, months and seasons
Makes of cars

Alcoholic drinks

Many other drinks

Points of the compass

Most currencies

der Journalist, der Prisident, der Hund
der Montag, der August, der Sommer
der VW, der Toyota, der Porsche

der Wein, der Schnaps, der Wodka

der Kaffee, der Tee, der Smoothie

der Norden, der Westen, der Nordwesten
der Euro, der Dollar, der Yuan

Exceptions include: das Bier, das Wasser, das Britische Pfund (Sterling).

Feminine

Female persons and animals
Motorbikes and ships
Numerals

Names of trees and flowers
Names of most native rivers

die Journalistin, die Prisidentin, die Katze
die BMW, die Harley-Davidson, die Titanic
die Null, die Zehn, die Million

die Eiche, die Rose, die Orchidee

die Donau, die Elbe, die Oder

Exceptions include das Midchen and the following native rivers: der Main, der

Rhein, der Neckar, der Inn.
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Neuter

Young persons and animals das Baby, das Kind, das Kiiken

Most countries, towns Deutschland, Indien, Berlin

(mostly used without article)

Hotels, cafes, cinemas das Hilton, das Café Mozart, das Astor

Metals and chemicals das Silber, das Kupfer, das Uran

Infinitives used as nouns das Essen, das Radfahren, das Podcasten

Foreign words ending in —ing das Meeting, das Training, das Fracking

Diminutives das Héndchen (‘little hand’), das Tischlein
(“little table®)

Exceptions include der Irak, der Iran, die Elfenbeinkiiste, die Schweiz, die
Tiirkei, die Ukraine, die Niederlande (plural), die USA (plural).

Compound nouns

The last noun defines the gender
Compound nouns usually consist of two or more nouns. The gender is defined by

the last noun:

das Auto + die Industrie — die Autoindustrie car industry
das Haus + die Tiir + der Schiissel — der Haustiirschliissel front door key

Adding -s and other linking elements

When joining noun + noun together, an extra -s is often inserted to link the com-
ponents and to make the pronunciation easier. This usually happens when the first
noun ends in -heit, -ing, -ion, -keit, -ling, -schaft, -tit or -ung:

der Liebling + die Band — die Lieblingsband favourite band
die Mehrheit + der Beschluss — der Mehrheitsbeschluss majority decision

Other possible linking letters include -n, -en or -es: die Sonnenenergie ‘solar power’,
die Studentenwohnung ‘student flat’, die Bundesrepublik ‘federal republic’.

Nouns in use

Determiners and nouns

When used in sentences, nouns normally appear with determiners such as der, die,
das, etc. Depending on the function of the noun within the sentence, the determin-
ers can change.



For example, the definite articles der, die, das and die for plural nouns are used
when the noun is the subject of a sentence (nominative case). If the noun is the indi-
rect object (dative case) these articles change to dem, der, dem, den.

Changes affecting nouns

Note that nouns themselves normally change only (other than their plural forms) in
the following instances:

e in the dative plural where -n is usually added and
e in the genitive case, where masculine and neuter nouns add -(e)s

For more information see Units 3 and 4.

However, there are two groups of nouns whose endings do change: the so-called
weak nouns and adjectival nouns.

Weak nouns

About 10% of masculine nouns, usually referring to male people or animals, add -n
or -en to all forms apart from the nominative singular:

singular plural

Nominative der Junge die Junge-n
Accusative den Junge-n die Junge-n
dative dem Junge-n  den Junge-n
genitive des Junge-n der Junge-n

Der Junge sieht eine Serie (nom., singular)
Siehst du den Jungen dort? (acc., singular)
Er gibt dem Jungen ein Eis (dat., singular)

Other examples include: Name ‘name’, Herr ‘Mr’, ‘gentleman’, Experte ‘expert’,
Kollege ‘male colleague’, Kunde ‘customer’, Architekt ‘male architect’, Mensch
‘human being’, Student ‘male student’, Tourist ‘male tourist’.

Examples of animals which follow the same pattern are der Affe ‘monkey’, der
Hase ‘hare’, der Lowe ‘lion’, der Bir ‘bear’ and der Elefant ‘elephant’.

Note that Herr adds -n in the singular, and -en in the plural: Kennst du
Herrn Becker? ‘Do you know Mr. Becker?” Meine Damen und Herren! ‘Ladies
and gentlemen!’

1
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Adjectival nouns

Adjectival nouns are derived from adjectives:

krank - ein Kranker, eine Kranke ill, sick person
reich ein Reicher, eine Reiche rich person
verwandt ein Verwandter, eine Verwandte relative

Adjectives used as nouns adopt the pattern of adjectival endings. As an example,
here are all forms of Verwandte/r ‘relative’ with the indefinite article:

singular (masc.) singular (fem.) plural
nominative ein Verwandter eine Verwandte Verwandte
accusative einen Verwandtern eine Verwandte Verwandte
dative einem Verwandten einer Verwandten Verwandten
genitive eines Verwandten einer Verwandten Verwandter

Ein Verwandter von mir wohnt in Bonn. (nom., masc.)

One of my relatives lives in Bonn.

Eine Verwandte von Petra arbeitet bei einer NGO. (nom., fem.)
One of Petra’s relatives works for an NGO.

Other nouns belonging to this group include: Angestellte/r ‘employee’,

Arbeitslose/r ‘unemployed person’, Bekannte/r ‘acquaintance’, Erwachsene/r
‘adult’, Deutsche/r ‘German person’, Jugendliche/r ‘young person’.

Did you know?

Some nouns in German — usually words imported from English — are used with two
different genders. They include:

der/das Account die/das E-Mail der/das Laptop
das/der Blog der/das Event der/das Level
die/das Cola der/das Ketchup der/das Virus

Often this reflects regional differences. For instance, in Switzerland it is more com-
mon to say das E-Mail, whereas die E-Mail is the standard form in Germany.
When in doubt about any usage, check the recommendations given by the Duden
dictionary at www.duden.de. Founded by the teacher Konrad Duden in 1880, it
is the prescriptive source and authority for any queries of German grammar and
spelling.

e  For the plural forms of nouns, see Unit 2.
e  For more detailed information on determiners and cases, see Units 3 and 4.
e  For more details on adjectival endings, see Unit 16.



www.duden.de

Exercise 1.1

Here is a list of nouns with different endings. Can you identify their gender and
enter the nouns with the definite article in the following table? The first one has
been done for you.

Frithting, Konig, Universitit, Exil, Maddchen, Fabrik, Kéfig, Tischlein, Héhnchen,
Offenheit, Museum, Freiheit, Religion, Reise, Humanismus, Motor, Talent, Zyklus,
Kultur, Rechnung, Priifung, Zeitung, Element, Eleganz, Honig, Medikament, Biiro,
Bedeutung, Instrument, Konsonant, Auto, Demokratie, Klima, Offentlichkeit, Motto.

masculine feminine neuter

der Friihling

Now write out the endings from the table that are typical for masculine, feminine
and neuter nouns.

Exercise 1.2

Each of the following lines contains one noun that does not share its gender with
those next to it. Indicate the odd one out and note the gender for all other nouns at
the beginning of each line:

Example: Wein, Jaguar, April, Bier, Samstag, Euro, Norden
— masculine Wein, Jaguar, April, Bier, Samstag, Euro, Norden

Frau, Million, Themse, Katze, Ingenieurin, Kaffee
Iran, Schwimmen, Motor, Rhein, Winter, Nissan
Essen, Baby, Silber, Ritz, Marketing, Schweiz, Lamm
Katze, Milliarde, Tochter, Mddchen, Harley-Davidson
Sommer, Wasser, Dienstag, Tee, September, Dollar
Kind, Gold, Bier, Wein, Fahrradfahren, Holiday Inn

AN N AW~

Exercise 1.3

Form compound nouns and also add the appropriate gender.
Example: das Plastik + die Tiite — die Plastiktiite

der Wind + die Turbine —

der Espresso + die Maschine —
die Freizeit + das Angebot —
die Mode + das Magazin —
das Handy + die Reparatur —
der Arm + das Band + die Uhr —

(o) WV, N SN VS I (S I
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7  der Bus + die Bahn + der Hof —
8  der Sport + das Fach + das Geschift —

Exercise 1.4
Add the appropriate ending to the following weak nouns, if required.

Examples: Er spricht mit seinem Kollege .
— Er spricht mit seinem Kollegen.

Woher kommt dein neuer Kollege ?

Wie ist dein Name__ ?

Sie hat jetzt einen anderen Name .

Er ist ein guter Mensch__.

Ich habe selten einen so interessanten Mensch__ getroffen.
Wir haben ein Meeting mit Herr _ Diindar gehabt.

AN N B W N =

Exercise 1.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

1 The Mercedes is very fast.

2 What does the car cost?

3 The newspaper costs 2 euros.

4 Here is the boy and there is the girl.

5 When does the meeting begin?

6  The tea is for Maike and the cappuccino is for Fabian.
7  The water comes from France.

8  The mobile repair was expensive.

9 Do you know Mr Wolters? (Use the Sie form.)

10 Ladies and gentlemen!

Checklist

1 What are the two main ways that can help you recognise the gender of
nouns?

2 Can you name at least four typical masculine endings, four neuter ones
and six feminine ones?

3 What is a compound noun and how do you spot its gender?

4 Do you know what makes weak nouns different from other masculine
nouns?




UNIT 2

Plural of nouns

Plural forms in German

In English, most nouns construct their plural by adding ‘-s’ to the singular form.
In German, there are several ways of forming the plural. It is therefore advisable to
learn each new noun with its gender.

However, there are patterns and clues that might help you to predict the plu-
ral endings:

e There are five main types of plural endings (listed in the following table).
e Nouns tend to take certain endings according to their gender.
The five main plural forms - overview

Here is an overview of the five main and three related types of plural endings
in German:

1 -e 2 -er 3 -(e)n 4- 5-s

der Tag das Bild die Tasche der Wagen das iPad
die Tag-e die Bild-er die Tasche-n | die Wagen die iPads
umlaut + -e | umlaut + -er umlaut

die Hand der Wald die Frau die Mutter

die Hind-e | die Wild-er die Frau-en | die Miitter

As with gender, there are typical patterns of plural endings for masculine, feminine
and neuter nouns, which may help you to predict and learn the correct plural forms.
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Plural endings for masculine nouns

Most take -e or “-e endings

Most masculine nouns take -e or “-e in their plural forms:

-eor - der Beruf — die Berufe der Kurs — die Kurse
“-e - der Flug — die Fliige der Auftrag — die Auftrige

Other endings

About 10% of masculine nouns — the so-called weak nouns — which usually refer to
male people or animals, add -n or -en:

-n/-en — der Kollege — die Kollegen = der Mensch — die Menschen
A few masculine nouns add -er and an umlaut wherever possible. They include:

“-er der Mann — die Minner der Wald — die Wiilder

Plural endings for feminine nouns

Most take -n / -en

Most feminine nouns take the plural endings -n or -en. This applies to all feminine
nouns ending in -e, -ei, -heit, -ie, -ion, -keit, -schaft or -ung, -ur, -tit:

-n  — die Frage — die Fragen die Chance — die Chancen
die Allergie — die Allergien die Serie — die Serien
-en — die Biickerei — die Biickereien die Koalition — die Koalitionen

die Erfahrung — die Erfahrungen die Qualitit — die Qualititen

In addition, there are two more commonly used endings with feminine nouns:

-e+ This ending applies to many feminine nouns consisting of one
umlaut — syllable:
die Hand — die Héinde die Kunst — die Kiinste

die Nacht — die Nichte die Stadt — die Stadte

-nen — Female nouns with the ending —in add —nen:
die Freundin — die Freundinnen  die Okologin — die
Okologinnen



Plural endings for neuter nouns 2

Plural of
Most take -e / -er/ “-er nouns
The most common endings for neuter nouns are:
-e - das Jahr — die Jahre das Ziel — die Ziele
das Angebot — die Angebote das System — die Systeme

-er - das Bild — die Bilder das Kind — die Kinder
“-er das Gehalt — die Gehilter das Land — die Lander
Other endings
A few neuter nouns take -(e)n in the plural. They include: das Auge — die Augen,
das Interesse — die Interessen, das Bett — die Betten.
Nouns ending in -el, -er, -en and -chen, -lein
Nouns ending in -el, -er, -en or -chen, -lein, regardless of whether they are mascu-
line, feminine or neuter, do not usually change their ending but may add an umlaut:

der Kaffeebecher — die Kaffeebecher

das Unternehmen — die Unternehmen

die Tochter — die Tochter
Note that nouns which do add an ending in the plural include der Muskel — die
Muskeln and die Schwester — die Schwestern.
Plural endings with -s
Foreign words which are ‘imported’ into German from French or English usually
add -s. This applies to all three genders:

der Job — die Jobs

die Message — die Messages

das Meeting — die Meetings
Abbreviations also take an -s: das Kilo — die Kilos, das WC — die WCs. However,
if a foreign word ends in -er, it won’t take an ending:

der Follower — die Follower, der Manager — die Manager
Also note that words from English which end in ‘-y’ take the German plural form -ys:

11

das Display — die Displays, die Party — die Partys
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Points to watch out for

Nouns from Greek and Latin

A number of words, imported from Greek or Latin, have the following plu-
ral patterns:

e Nouns ending in -us or -um usually change their endings to -en in the plural:
der Organismus — die Organismen
das Museum — die Museen

e Most nouns which end in -ma replace this form with -men:
die Firma — die Firmen

das Thema — die Themen

Exceptions include: das Visum — die Visa.

Compound nouns

With compound nouns, the last word determines the plural form:

die Fitnessuhr — die Fitnessuhren
das Bundes/and — die Bundeslinder

Plural endings in the dative

Plurals in the dative case normally add the letter -n wherever this is possible:

Die Fliichtlinge sind aus - Wir helfen den Fliichtlingen.
dem Irak. (nom. pl.) (dat. pl.)
The refugees are from Iraq. We are helping the refugees.

The plural endings with -s stay the same: Wir gehen zu den néichsten zwei Events.
‘We are going to the next two events.’

Nouns used in the plural only

Note that some German nouns are used only in their plural form. They
include: Eltern ‘parents’, Ferien ‘holidays’, Finanzen ‘finances’, Geschwister
‘brother(s) and sister(s)’, Lebensmittel ‘food’, Leute ‘people’, Mébel ‘furniture’,
Unkosten ‘expenses’.

Looking up plural forms
In online dictionaries, the plural forms are normally given in full, for instance:

die Onlinezeitung | die Onlinezeitungen



In traditional dictionaries you can usually find the plural ending or form of a noun
after its gender and genitive case ending:

die Anwilte
die Verinderungen
die Labels

Anwalt m -s, "-e lawyer —
Verinderung f -, -en change
Label nt -s, -s label

Did you know?

It may surprise you that nouns describing quantity or size often remain in the sin-
gular when referring to more than one item. This applies, for instance, to Glas —
Gliser and Stiick — Stiicke.

For example, when asking for more than one glass of wine and several slices of
cake, you would say, “Drei Glas Wein und drei Stiick Kuchen.”

Other examples include:

Zwei Kopf Salat. Two heads of lettuce.
200 Gramm Salami, bitte. 200 grammes of salami, please.
Er wiegt 75 Kilo. He weighs 75 kilos.

Similarly, currencies tend to be used in the singular: 15 Euro, 30 Dollar, 10 Pfund,
100 Yuan.

e  For more detail on gender of nouns, see Unit 1.
e  For more on plural endings in the dative, see Unit 4.

Exercise 2.1

Here are five groups of nouns in the singular. Look at the plural endings in the box
and match them to each column. The first one has been done for you.

=e “-er -e -(e)n -

1"-e 2 3 4 5
Fufiball Handtasche Kuchen Preis Wald
Gast Freiheit Autospiegel Kurs Rad
Hand Malerei Drucker Beruf Dorf
Rucksack Erfahrung Kopfhorer Anstieg Weinglas

2
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Exercise 2.2

Give the plural of the following nouns.

Example: der Berg — die Berge

i. masculine 14 die Gebiihr die
1 der Tag die 15 die Landschaft die
2 der Ort die 16 die Stadt die
3 der Urlaub die 17 die Unterkunft die
4 der Preis die

5 der Termin die 11i. neuter

6 der Flug die 18 das Angebot die
7 der Gast die 19 das Problem die
8 der Beitrag die 20 das Land die
9 der Strand die 21 das Gehalt die
ii. feminine iv. Nomen: -er, -el, -en

10 die Reise die 22 die Tochter die
11 die Gistekarte die 23 der Einwegbecher die
12 die Idee die 24 der Level die
13 die Attraktion die 25 das Unternehmen die

Exercise 2.3

Fill in the correct plural forms of the nouns in brackets. The genders are given.

Example:

Es gibt viele , wenn man Deutschland und seine

erkunden mochte. [Moglichkeit (f), Landschaft (f)]
— Es gibt viele Moglichkeiten, wenn man Deutschland und seine
Landschaften erkunden mochte.

Jede Region Deutschlands hat ihre eigenen und die

konnen ganz unterschiedliche entdecken. [Tradi-
tion (), Gast (nt), Ding (nt)]
Im Norden beispielsweise gibt es wunderbare , aber auch reiz-
volle wie Hamburg oder Liibeck. [Strand (m), Stadt ()]

s und kann man tiberall finden.
[Naturpark (m), Wald (m), Wanderweg (m)]

wie Berlin, Miinchen oder Frankfurt bieten unzihlige

, , und . [Metropole (f),
Restaurant (nt), Bar (f), Kneipe (f), Einkaufsladen (m)]
Vor allem aber findet man einzigartige und gute kulturelle

. [Sehenswiirdigkeit (f), Angebot (nt)]




Exercise 2.4
Complete the missing singular or plural endings. The first one has been done for
you.

1 der Algorithmus die Algorithmen

2 das Bakterium die Bakteri

3 der Rhythm die Rhythmen

4  der Organism__ die Organismen

5 die Firma die Firm__

6  das Thema die Them

7  das soziale Medium  die sozialen Medi

Exercise 2.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

I work three days per week.

The cities are beautiful.

Berlin has many parks, restaurants, museums and sights.
The fitness watches were expensive.
She works for two companies.

The parties are on Friday and Saturday.
He has two brothers and two sisters.
The people come from Paris.

The children read together.

She plays with the children.

The flights cost 350 euros.
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Checklist v

1 Do you know the most common plural endings for masculine nouns?

2 How do nearly all feminine nouns form their plural?

3 How do most foreign words in German form their plural?

4 Can you list the five main forms of plural endings?

5 What is special about plural endings in the dative?

2

Plural of
nouns
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UNIT 3

Articles, possessives and other determiners

Two types of articles and other determiners

Determiners usually precede nouns. The most important ones are the definite arti-
cle, such as der, die, etc. corresponding to ‘the’ and the indefinite article such as ein,
eine, etc. corresponding to ‘a’.

Other determiners include:

e possessives such as mein ‘my’, dein ‘your’, etc.
e demonstratives such as dieser ‘this’
e indefinites such as alle ‘all/everybody’

Importance of determiners in German

Determiners signal various aspects of the noun

Determiners play an important role in German as they indicate whether a noun
is masculine, feminine or neuter and if the noun is in the singular or plural form.
Furthermore, determiners signal the grammatical function of a noun in a sentence,
i.e. whether it is subject, direct object, etc.

How determiners can change

Look at the following examples with the definite article:

Der Manager hat in den USA studiert. (masc., sing., subject = nominative)
Kennst du den Manager? (masc., sing., direct object = accusative)

Was gibt er dem Manager? (masc., sing., indirect object = dative)

Es ist das Biiro des Managers. (masc., sing., possession = genitive)

As you can see, the definite article changes in accordance with the gender, number
and case of the noun it is linked to. This process is called declension.

In the following sections the main determiners and their declension pattern are
shown in more detail.



The definite article 3

Articles,
Referring to a specific noun [BEREEEEES

and other
The definite article is used when referring to a specific or somehow known person, determiners

place, thing or idea:

Die Hauptstadt von Deutschland ist Berlin.
The capital of Germany is Berlin.

Differences between German and English

The use of the definite article can differ in English and German. The definite article
is used in German with:

e countries which have a masculine or feminine gender such as der Irak, der
Iran, der Kongo, der Sudan, die Schweiz, die Tiirkei, die Slowakei, die
Ukraine and names of countries in the plural form: die Niederlande, die USA,
die Arabischen Emirate;

e institutions such as schools and universities and street names:
Nadine geht in die Schule. Nadine goes to school.
Er wohnt in der Goethestralie. He lives in Goethestral3e.

e names of parks, squares, lakes and mountains:
Der Central Park ist grof. Central Park is big.
Der Bodensee ist schon. Lake Constance is beautiful.

e means of transport:
Sie fihrt mit dem Fahrrad. She goes by bike.

e months and seasons such as der Sommer ‘(the) summer’, der August ‘August’,
etc. and meals:
Der August was warm. August was warm.
Nach dem Mittagessen ... After lunch, ...

e abstract nouns such as, Natur ‘nature’, Leben ‘life’ and many infinitives used
as nouns:

Er liebt die Natur. He loves nature.
Das Leben in London ist sehr teuer. Life in London is very expensive.
Ich fiirchte mich vor dem Fliegen. I am afraid of flying.

However, when saying that someone plays an instrument, no article is used in
German: Er spielt sowohl Cello als auch Klavier. ‘He plays the cello as well as
the piano.’

17



3

Articles,
possessives
and other
determiners

18

Declension
As explained above, the definite article changes its form according to gender, num-

ber and case of the noun it precedes. Here are all forms:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative der Mann die Frau das Kind die Leute
accusative den Mann die Frau das Kind die Leute
dative derm Mann der Frau dem Kind den Leuten
genitive des Mannes der Frau des Kindes der Leute

Merging of definite articles and prepositions

When using definite articles with prepositions such as in, an, auf the two words
often merge: Er ist in dem Fitnesscenter. — Er ist im Fitnesscenter. ‘He is in the
gym’. For more information on shortened forms of the definite article, see Unit 18.

The indefinite article

Referring to an unspecified noun

An indefinite article before a noun refers to an unspecified person, thing or idea:

Kennst du ein Hotel in Miinchen?
Do you know a hotel in Munich?

Differences between German and English

The use of the indefinite article in English and German is very similar, although
there are a few differences:

e There is no indefinite article in German when stating an affiliation to a country,
city, profession or religion:

Ich bin Osterreicher. I am an Austrian.
Pedro ist Barista. Pedro is a barista.
Alia ist Berlinerin und Muslima. Alia is a Berliner and a Muslim.

e But the indefinite article is used when an adjective is placed before the noun:
Sie ist eine gebiirtige Kolnerin. She was born in Cologne.
Macx ist ein sehr guter Webdesigner. Max is a very good web designer.

e While some nouns function without any article it is important to remember that,
put in the negative, the appropriate form of kein has to be used:
Er ist kein Katholik und sie ist keine He isn’t a Catholic and she isn’t
gebiirtige Londonerin. a born Londoner.



Declension 3

Here are all the various forms of the indefinite article: REES)
possessives
and other

masculine feminine neuter plural determiners
nominative ein Beruf eine Adresse  ein Handy - Biicher

accusative einen Beruf eine Adresse ein Handy - Biicher

dative einem Beruf einer Adresse einem Handy - Biichern

genitive eines Berufs einer Adresse eines Handys - Biicher

The possessives

Indicating ownership

The possessives mein ‘my’, dein ‘your’, Ihr ‘your’, sein ‘his’, ihr ‘her’, sein ‘its’,
unser ‘our’, euer ‘your’ (informal), Ihr ‘your’ (formal), ihr ‘their’, refer to owner-
ship or belonging and relate to the noun they precede:

Sind Sie mit Ihrem Beruf zufrieden? Are you happy with your job?
Nein, seine Nummer habe ich nicht. No, I don’t have his number.
Sie hat ihr iPad vergessen. She forgot her iPad.

Declension pattern

The possessives follow the declension pattern of the indefinite article. As an exam-
ple here are all forms of mein ‘my’:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative mein Beruf meine Adresse mein Handy meine Biicher
accusative meinen Beruf meine Adresse mein Handy meine Biicher
dative meinem Beruf meiner Adresse meinem Handy meinen Biicherrn
genitive meines Berufs meiner Adresse meines Handys meiner Biicher

Spelling variations for euer

Note that euer loses its second ‘e’ in all declension forms, except in the masculine
nominative and neuter nominative and accusative:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative euer Beruf eure Adresse euer Handy  eure Biicher
accusative euren Beruf eure Adresse euer Handy  eure Biicher
dative eurem Beruf eurer Adresse eurem Handy euren Biichern
genitive eures Berufs eurer Adresse eures Handys eurer Biicher

19



3

Articles,
possessives
and other
determiners

20

Demonstratives - dieser, solcher

Pointing out a specific noun

Demonstrative determiners single out specific people, objects, qualities, concepts,
etc. The most important determiner is dieser ‘this/that’ which refers to a noun in
close proximity or previously mentioned:

Dieser Bus fihrt in die Stadt.
This/that bus goes into town.

Kennst du diese Leute?
Do you know these people?

Another frequently used demonstrative is solcher ‘such’:

Er hat solches Gliick gehabt, dass der Flug Verspiitung hatte.
He was really lucky that the flight was delayed.

Solchen Unsinn habe ich schon lange nicht mehr gehort.
I haven’t heard such nonsense in a long time.
Declension pattern

Dieser and solcher follow the same declension pattern as the definite article. Here
are all the forms of dieser:

nominative  dieser Mann diese Frau dieses Kind diese Leute
accusative  diesen Mann diese Frau dieses Kind diese Leute
dative diesem Mann  dieser Frau  diesem Kind diesen Leuten
genitive dieses Mannes dieser Frau  dieses Kindes dieser Leute

Indefinites - jeder, einige, viel(e), alle

Referring to a group or to a part

Indefinites usually refer to parts of something or to a whole group, and not to a spe-
cific person or object. The most important indefinites are: jeder ‘every/each’, einige
‘some/any’, viel(e) ‘much/many’ and alle ‘all/everybody’:

Jeder Mitarbeiter erhielt eine Bonuszahlung.
Every employee received a bonus payment.

Einige seiner Freunde konnten nicht kommen.
Some of his friends couldn’t come.



Viele Koche verderben den Brei.
Many cooks spoil the broth.

Allen Kompositionen von Mozart wurde eine Katalognummer gegeben.
All the compositions by Mozart were given a catalogue number.
Declension pattern

The indefinites follow the same declension pattern as dieser. Note that einige ‘some/
any’ and alle ‘all/everybody’ can only be used in the plural.

nominative alle Personen
accusative alle Personen
dative allen Personen
genitive aller Personen

Viel(e) normally doesn’t take any endings when used with ‘uncountable’ nouns,
expressing ‘a lot of™:

Er trinkt viel Kaffee. He drinks a lot of coffee.
Sie hat viel Mut. She has a lot of courage.
Sie zeigen viel Engagement. They show a lot of commitment.

e  For more detail on the functions and cases of nouns, see Unit 4.
e  For the use of determiners as pronouns, see Unit 5.

Did you know?

In informal conversations, German speakers may often shorten the indefinite arti-
cles and use them in abbreviated forms: ein — ’n, eine —’ne, einen — ’nen, einem
— ’nem, einer — ’ner:

’Nen schonen Abend zusammen.
Ich trink’ ’n Glas Prosecco.
Ich bin mit *ner Freundin in den Urlaub gefahren.

Exercise 3.1

One of the two nouns in each of the following sentences is used with an article and
one without any article. Indicate the noun without an article with an X and fill in the
other gap with an article from the box below.

3
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der das der dem der eine der

Example: Ergiin kommt aus Tiirkei und spielt gern Klavier.
— Ergiin kommt aus der Tiirkei und spielt gern X Klavier.

1 Frau Illig ist IT-Systemanalytikerin und wohnt in _ Rosenstrafe.
2 Ichfinde Leben als Journalist ziemlich gut.

3  Erist Osterreicher, aber sie ist gebiirtige Franzosin.

4 Linaistin Schweiz geboren und ist Arztin.

5 Nach Abendessen werden sie Gitarre spielen.

6 In___ Schule lernen wir viel {iber Grof3britannien.

Exercise 3.2

Decide whether the definite or the indefinite article is more appropriate for the fol-
lowing sentences. The first one has been done for you.

In der (der/einer) modernen Arbeitswelt spielt (die/eine) Work-Life-
Balance (die/eine) immer wichtigere Rolle. Nach (einer/der) aktuel-
len Umfrage bezeichnen 83% sie als (den/einen) wichtigen Faktor im
Berufsleben. Es tiberrascht vielleicht, dass (die/eine) Arbeitsatmosphére mit
95% und (ein/der) sicherer Arbeitsplatz mit 91% wichtiger sind als
(ein/das) gutes Gehalt mit 73%. Etwa 35% mochten fiir (ein/das) internation-
ales Unternehmen arbeiten. Fiir (die/eine) deutsche Wirtschaft ist es wichtig,
diesen Trend zu beachten.

Exercise 3.3

Answer the following questions in the affirmative and use the appropriate posses-
sive in the reply.

Examples: Sind das Ihre Kopfhorer? — Ja, das sind meine Kopfhorer.
Ist das der Vater von Tim? — Ja, das ist sein Vater.

War das deine Idee?

Sind das eure Laufschuhe?

Ist das die Wasserflasche von Fabian?

Ist das das iPad von Natalie?

Hast du die WhatsApp-Nummer von Simone?
Ist das der Kollege von Leroy?

Sind das die Geschwister von Carsten und Irena?
Bist du mit deinem Vorschlag zufrieden?

Habt ihr mit eurem Rechtsanwalt gesprochen?
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Exercise 3.4
Fill in the missing endings where appropriate.

1 Kennst du dies Mann?

2 Fahren Sie mit dies Auto?

3 Andies Uni habe ich studiert.

4 Wir haben solch Gliick gehabt.

5 Einig  Leute kamen zu spit.

6  Er begriifite all Giste.

7  Ich sprach mit all Gisten.

8  Er hat viel T-Shirts gekautft.

9  Sein Video auf Instagram wurde von viel _ Leuten gelikt.

10  Sie sind sehr beschéftigt und haben im Moment nicht viel Zeit.

Exercise 3.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

After lunch we go for a walk.
They love life.
She is a Londoner.
Have you found your bag? (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
I don’t understand this question.
I have not seen this film.
She’s got many friends.
She drinks a lot of coffee.
I haven’t heard such nonsense in a long time.
0 Many cooks spoil the broth.

— 0 00 1 N L bW~

Checklist

1 Can you name three determiners apart from the definite and indefinite
articles?

2 Do you know three instances where you would use a definite article in
German but not in English?

3 When would you use an indefinite article in English but not in German?

4 Which declension pattern do dieser and solcher follow?

5 What is the grammatical role of determiners in German?
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UNIT 4

Cases

What are cases?

A case refers to the role a noun or a pronoun plays in a particular sentence or
clause. There are four main functions and each one can be linked to a specific case

in German:

case function of noun/pronoun

nominative
of the sentence, i.e. the ‘agent’
of what is happening.

accusative It is the direct object of a
sentence, i.e. the ‘receiver’ of
the action.

dative It is the indirect object, an
additional object to whom/
which the action is done.

genitive It indicates possession or

ownership between two nouns.

example

The noun/pronoun is the subject Der Verkdiufer bringt ein

Handy. ‘The shop assistant
brings a mobile phone.’

Die Kundin ruft den Verkdufer.
“The customer calls the shop
assistant.

Er gibt ihr einen Gutschein.
‘He gives her a voucher.’

Das ist das Tablet meines
Bruders.
“This is my brother’s tablet.’

Changes caused by the case system

Changes to articles and other determiners

The various functions and therefore the cases of nouns are mostly signalled by the
endings of articles and other determiners. When, for instance, a masculine noun is
the subject in a sentence and in the nominative, the definite article would be der. If,
however, a masculine noun acts as the direct object, der must change to den as it is
now in the accusative:

nom.
acc.

Der Verkdiufer bringt ein Handy.
Die Kundin ruft den Verkdufer.



Different pronoun forms 4

Pronouns also have different forms. The personal pronoun er in the nominative €259

changes to ihn in the accusative: Er bringt ein Handy. ‘He brings a mobile.”; Die
Kundin ruft ihn. ‘The customer calls him.
Pronouns and cases will be explained in more detail in Unit 5.

Other factors that determine the use of cases

Note that apart from the function a noun performs in a sentence or clause, cases can
also be ‘triggered’ by two other main factors:

e certain verbs which are linked to one of the cases
e prepositions which in German require either the accusative, dative or the genitive

This is also explained for each of the four cases in the following sections.

The four cases in more detail

The nominative case
Indicating the subject

As mentioned before, the most important role of the nominative case is to indicate
the subject in a sentence. The subject directs the action and can be a person, thing
or idea, either in the singular or in the plural.

Der Junge spielt Basketball.
The boy is playing basketball.

Die Geschiifte 6ffnen am Samstag bis 20.00 Uhr.
On Saturday, the shops open until 20:00.

A good way of identifying the subject is to ask: Who or what is doing the action? —
Who is playing basketball? — The boy.
The nominative after verbs

The nominative is also used after any form of the verbs sein ‘to be’, werden ‘to
become’ and scheinen ‘to seem’.

Leon war immer ein guter Kommunikator.
Leon was always a good communicator.

Das Midchen wird sicher eine beriihmte Sidngerin werden. 25
The girl will surely become a famous singer.
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Er scheint ein fihiger Arzt zu sein.
He seems to be a capable doctor.

Nominative case endings

Here is an overview of the most common determiners in the nominative:

masculine feminine neuter plural
definite article der Mann die Tochter das Kind die Leute
demonstrative dieser Mann diese Tochter dieses Kind diese Leute
indefinite article ein Mann eine Tochter ein Kind - Leute
possessive mein Mann meine Tochter mein Kind meine Leute

The accusative case

Marking the direct object

The accusative case in German marks the direct object in a sentence. The direct
object is the person or thing on the receiving end of the action:

Sie berit den Studenten. She advises the student.
Lea repariert ihr Fahrrad. Lea repairs her bicycle.

In order to identify the direct object, you could ask the question: A who/m or what
is the action directed? — The student.

After most verbs

Most German verbs can be used with a direct object:

kochen Jamie kocht eine Gemiisetortilla.
posten Sie postet einen neuen Beitrag.
vermissen Sie vermissen ihre alten Freunde.

These verbs are called transitive verbs. In traditional dictionaries, transitive verbs
are normally indicated with the letters v¢. Good online dictionaries will also tell you
whether a verb is transitive.

After prepositions
The accusative case is always used after the prepositions bis “until’, durch ‘through’,

fiir “for’, gegen ‘against’, ohne ‘without’, um ‘around”:

Das Geschenk ist nicht fiir dich. The present is not for you.
Ohne seine Fitnessuhr verlisst er He never leaves the house
nie das Haus. without his fitness watch.



It is also used after an ‘at’/‘on’, auf ‘on’, hinter ‘behind’, in ‘in’/‘(in)to’, neben ‘next
to’, iiber ‘above’, unter ‘under’, vor ‘before’/‘in front of” and zwischen ‘between’
(all of which are called Wechselprdpositionen) when movement is implied:

Sie gehen téglich in den Park. They go to the park every day.
Er stellt die Lampe neben das He puts the lamp next to the
Regal. shelves.

Other triggers — some expressions

The accusative forms are also used after some expressions. They include:

o es gibt ‘there is/there are’: In der Altstadt gibt es den Marktplatz und viele
historische Gebdude. ‘In the old town there is the market place and a great
number of historic buildings.’

e greetings and wishes where Wishing you a..., is implied: Guten

Morgen! ‘Good morning!’, Guten Abend! ‘Good evening!’, Herzlichen
Gliickwunsch! ‘Congratulations!’

Accusative case endings

Here is an overview of the typical endings for common determiners in the accusative:

masculine feminine neuter plural
definite article ~ den Mann die Tochter das Kind die Leute
demonstrative diesen Mann diese Tochter dieses Kind diese Leute
indefinite article einen Mann eine Tochter  ein Kind - Leute
possessive meiner Mann meine Tochter mein Kind meine Leute

Note that in the accusative

e the endings are identical with those in the nominative, apart from the masculine
forms, which end in -en: den Mann, einen Mann.

The dative case

Indicating the indirect object

In addition to a direct object, many verbs in German can take a further object, the
indirect object. The indirect object of a sentence is always in the dative case:

Wir kauften dem Kind einen grofien We bought the child a

Luftballon. big balloon.
Er schickt der Redakteurin eine He sends a message to the editor.
Message.

Cases
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An easy way to identify the indirect object of a sentence is to ask: To who/m or what
is the action being done? — The child.

Note that the indirect object in English is often indicated by the preposition ‘to’
as shown in the example.

The dative case after verbs

Some verbs in German require a dative object. The most common are: antworten
‘to answer’, begegnen ‘to encounter’, danken ‘to thank’, folgen ‘to follow’, gehdren
‘to belong to’, gratulieren ‘to congratulate’, helfen ‘to help’, leidtun ‘to be sorry’,
schaden ‘to harm’, trauen ‘to trust’, wehtun ‘to hurt’:

Bitte antworte mir! Please answer me!
Sie helfen den Patienten. They help the patients.
Er traute seinem Chef nicht. He didn’t trust his boss.

After prepositions

The dative case is always used after aus ‘out of’, aufler ‘except’, bei ‘at/by’,
gegeniiber ‘opposite’, mit ‘with’, nach ‘after’, seit ‘since’, von ‘from’, zu ‘to”

Die Touristeninformation ist The tourist information is
gegeniiber dem Bahnhof. opposite the station.
Was machst du nach der Arbeit? What are you doing after work?

It also follows the so-called Wechselprdpositionen (an ‘at’/‘on’, auf ‘on’, hinter
‘behind’, in ‘in’, ‘(in)to’, neben ‘next to’, iiber ‘above’, unter ‘under’, vor ‘before’/‘in
front of’, zwischen ‘between’) if the emphasis is on position and not on movement:

Sie machen ein Picknick im Park. They have a picnic in the park.
Die Lampe steht neben dem Regal. The lamp is next to the shelves.
Other triggers — with adjectives

The dative forms are also used in constructions with some adjectives when refer-
ring to the person/persons involved:

Geht es dir gut? Are you well?

Das ist mir egal. That’s all the same to me.

Es ist mir kalt./Mir ist kalt. I am cold.

Sie ist ihrem Vater sehr dhnlich. She is very similar to her father.

Other adjectives which are often used with the dative are: bekannt ‘known’,
fremd ‘strange’, bose ‘angry’, dankbar ‘grateful’, peinlich ‘embarrassing’, unan-
genehm ‘unpleasant’.



Two objects in a sentence

If there are two objects in a sentence, the indirect object (dative) normally precedes
the direct object (accusative):

Sie zeigt dem Kunden (dat.) die App (acc.).
She shows the app to the customer.

Dative case endings

Here is an overview of the most common determiners in the dative:

masculine feminine neuter plural

definite article ~ dem Mann der Tochter dem Kind  den Kindern
demonstrative  diesem Mann dieser Tochter diesem Kind dieser Kinderrn
indefinite article einem Mann einer Tochter einem Kind - Kindern
possessive meinem Mann meiner Tochter meinem meinen

Kind Kindern

Typical endings for determiners in the dative are

e —em with masculine and neuter nouns
e —¢r with feminine nouns and
e —en with nouns in the plural

Don’t forget to add an extra -n to the plural form of the noun itself whenever this
is possible.

The genitive case

Indicating possession

The genitive case refers to the idea of possession or belonging, corresponding to the
English apostrophe’s-ending or the preposition of:

Das Elektroauto meines Vaters steht My father’s electric car is over there.
dort driiben.

Wir beginnen mit dem schwierigsten We begin with the most

Teil der Ubersetzung. difficult part of the translation.

A useful way of recognising the genitive in a sentence is to ask: Whose...is it /are
they? — My father’s.

Cases

29



Cases

30

With prepositions

The following prepositions require the genitive: statt ‘instead of’, auflerhalb ‘outside
of’, innerhalb ‘inside of”, trotz ‘in spite of”, wihrend ‘during’ and wegen ‘due to’:

Wihrend des Mittagessens sprachen During lunch they talked about

sie iiber den niichsten Urlaub. the next holiday.
Wegen eines Staus kamen wir We arrived late due to a
Zu spiit. traffic jam.

Note that in contemporary German these prepositions with the exception of inner-
halb and aufierhalb can be used with the dative case: Wihrend dem Mittagessen
sprachen sie iiber den nichsten Urlaub.

Other triggers — some expressions

A few phrases such as eines Morgens/eines Abends ‘one morning/one evening’,
eines schones Tages ‘one fine day’, meines Erachtens ‘in my estimation’, meines
Wissens ‘to my knowledge’ are formed with the genitive:

Eines Tages wirst du es verstehen.
One day you’ll understand.

Meines Wissens hat Friedrich der Grofie auch komponiert.
To my knowledge, Frederick the Great also composed music.

Use of the apostrophe

In contrast to English usage, nouns in German with the genitive ending -s usually
don’t take an apostrophe: Es ist Judiths Geburtstag. ‘It is Judith’s birthday.” Nikes
letzte Werbekampagne. ‘Nike’s last PR campaign.’

Genitive case endings

Here is an overview of the typical endings for common determiners and nouns in
the genitive:

masculine feminine neuter plural
definite article des Mannes der Tochter des Kindes der Leute
demonstrative dieses Mannes dieser Tochter dieses Kindes dieser Leute
indef. article  eines Mannes  einer Tochter  eines Kindes -Leute
possessive meines Mannes meiner Tochter meines meiner
Kindes Leute



Note that in the genitive

e masculine and neuter nouns of one syllable usually take the ending -es: des
Mannes, des Kindes

e nouns with two or more syllables normally only add an -s: meines Bruders,
des Mittagessens

e feminine and plural nouns don’t take any endings

Using the dative as an alternative

Although the genitive can still be found in modern German — especially in a more
formal context — its use is decreasing. In spoken and sometimes also in written
German, the genitive is often replaced with an alternative dative structure:

Das ist das Lieblingscafé meines Bruders. —
Das ist das Lieblingscafé von meinem Bruder.

That is my brother’s favourite cafe. —
That is the favourite cafe of my brother.

Did you know?

The rules of grammar are not always observed by all German speakers. Specifically,
regional and local dialects can deviate from standard usage.

A good example is Berlinerisch, the dialect spoken in the city of Berlin where
the accusative personal pronouns are often replaced with the dative forms. Also, in
Berlinerisch, the pronunciation turns ich into ick or icke. Instead of Ich mag dich
or Ich liebe dich, you might hear Berliners say,

»Ilcke mag dir.*
»lck liebe dir.

e  For pronouns and cases, see Unit 5.

Exercise 4.1
Identify the case of each italicised noun in the following sentences.
Examples:

Der Mann geht ins Fitnesscenter.
Who goes to the gym? — The man: subject, nominative.

Das sind die Biicher meiner Tante.
Whose books are they? — My aunt’s: possession, genitive.

Cases
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Die Studentin jobbt bei einem Pizzabringdienst.

Diese Jacke habe ich online gekauft.

Nachher rufe ich meinen Sohn in Salzburg an.

Die Mutter schenkt der Tochter ein neues Smartphone.
Henning arbeitet im Geschift seines Onkels.

Ich mdchte am Wochenende meinen Bruder besuchen.
Wir haben unserer Chefin zum Geburtstag gratuliert.
Er repariert die Waschmaschine seiner Eltern.

0 NN N W~

Exercise 4.2

Complete the missing endings for the definite articles in all cases.

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative der Mann d__  Frau d _ Kind d__ Leute
accusative d__ Mann die Frau d__ Kind d__ Leute
dative d__ Mann d__ Frau dem Kind d__ Leuten
genitive d__ Mannes der Frau d Kindes der Leute

Exercise 4.3

Fill in the correct endings of the following articles.

1 Dasistein___ gute Idee!

2  Heute kommtd  Elektriker.

3 Die Kinder haben ein_ Hund.

4 Erkennen Sied  Sénger?

5 Erbringtsein _ Freundin ein Geschenk mit.

6  Sie fahrt mitd _ Bus nach Hause.

7  Ich stelle die Lampe nebend  Tisch.

8  Die Schule liegt gegeniiber ein__ Kirche.

9  Bitte helfen Sie d__ Kollegin.

10 Erfolgted  Auto.

11 Eristsein____ Vater sehr dhnlich.

12 Sie haben mirein____ Laptop gekauft.

13 Kannst du dich an den Titel d___ Programms erinnern?
14 Ein__ Tages werden wir eine Weltreise machen.
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Exercise 4.4

Rewrite the following sentences by replacing the von + dative construction with

the genitive.

Example: Die neue Serie beginnt am Anfang von dem Jahr. — Die neue

Serie beginnt Anfang des Jahres.

Das ist das iPad von meinem Bruder.

Die Managerin von meiner Firma kommt aus Stuttgart.

Das Display von dem Handy ist kratzfest.

WeiBt du die Offnungszeiten von dem Geschiift?

Ich mag den neuen Partner von meiner Mutter.

Die Zahl von den Touristen hat sich in den letzten Jahren verdoppelt.
Er kannte alle Namen von den Studenten.
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Exercise 4.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

This is an electric car.

The electric car is not so expensive.

She has a son and a daughter.

Do you know the son? (Use the du form.)
She bought her daughter a fitness watch.
He gives his girlfriend a present.

They have a house with a garden.

We help the patients.

9 Tamcold.

10 It is Jennifer’s birthday.

11 That is my brother’s favourite band.

12 One day you’ll understand.

02N LN W

Checklist

1 Can you name all four cases?

2 Which case usually refers to the subject?

3 Which case is normally used for the direct object and which one for the
indirect object?

4 Apart from the function a noun performs in a sentence, what other two
main factors can ‘trigger’ a case?

5 What is the genitive often replaced with?

Cases
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UNIT 5

Pronouns

What are pronouns?

Pronouns are words that ‘stand in’ for nouns and refer to persons, things or ideas.
The most important ones are the personal pronouns (ich, du, er/sie/es, etc.):

Noabh ist noch klein, aber er kann schon lesen.
Noah is only small but he can already read.

Mir gefillt das E-Bike, aber es ist zu teuer.
I like the e-bike, but it is too expensive.

Remember, that while in English pronouns are normally used according to their bio-
logical gender, in German they have to reflect the grammatical gender, even when

referring to things or ideas:

Der Umweltschutz ist wichtig. — Er ist wichtig.

Personal and other pronouns

Apart from personal pronouns there are several other words, which can function as
pronouns. In this unit we will deal with

o demonstratives such as dieser ‘this’, etc.
e possessives such as meine ‘my’, etc. and
e indefinites such as alle ‘all, everybody’

Personal pronouns

Different forms of personal pronouns

Personal pronouns can replace and refer to any kind of noun or phrase. They need to
agree with the grammatical role of these nouns. This is often indicated by different



forms of the pronoun. Here is an overview of personal pronouns in the nominative,
accusative and dative case:

nominative accusative dative

ich I mich me mir me
du you (inf)) dich  you dir you
Sie you (form.) Sie you IThnen you
er he ihn him, it ihm him, it
sie she sie her, it ihr her, it
es it es it ihm it
wir we uns us uns us
ihr you (inf)) euch you euch you
Sie you (form.) Sie you Thnen you
sie they sie them ihnen them

Note that the use of pronouns in the genitive case is quite rare. (See the follow-
ing section.)

Personal pronouns in use

The following section shows the usage and different functions of personal pronouns
in a sentence.
Personal pronouns and cases
In the nominative, personal pronoun forms refer to the subject of the sentence:
Ich fahre nachste Woche in Urlaub. — I am going on holiday next

week.
In the accusative, they often replace a noun functioning as the direct object:

Kennst du den neuen Marvel-Film? — Nein, ich habe ihn noch
nicht gesehen.
Do you know the new Marvel film? No, I haven’t seen it yet.

They also frequently follow prepositions requiring the accusative:

Fiir dich habe ich immer Zeit. - I’ve always got time for you.

5

Pronouns
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In the dative, personal pronouns can be used as the indirect object, with certain
prepositions, some verbs and other structures followed by the dative case:

Er gibt ihr einen Miisliriegel. He gives her a muesli bar.

Willst du mit mir shoppen gehen? Do you want to go shopping
with me?

Kann ich Ihnen helfen? Can I help you?

Mir geht es gut. I am fine.

The genitive forms meiner ‘mine’, deiner ‘yours’ (inf), Ihrer ‘yours’ (form.),
seiner ‘his’, ihrer ‘hers’, seiner ‘his’, unser ‘ours’, euer ‘yours’ (inf)), Ihrer ‘yours’
(form.), ihrer ‘theirs’ are rarely used in contemporary German. They are usually
replaced with an alternative structure:

Wir erinnern uns seiner. (gen.) —  Wir erinnern uns an ihn.
We remember him. We remember him.

Special use of the pronoun es

Apart from referring to neuter nouns in the nominative and accusative, es can also
refer to a phrase or a whole sentence:

Lernst du noch immer Japanisch? —  Ja, und ich finde es faszinierend.
Are you still studying Japanese? Yes, and I find it fascinating.

Position of personal pronouns

In the case of two pronouns functioning as objects in a sentence, the accusative
pronoun precedes the dative pronoun:

Wann stellst du mich (acc.) When will you introduce me to him?
ihm (dat.) vor?

If one of the objects is not a pronoun but a noun, the pronoun comes before the noun:

Wann stellt du mich deiner When will you introduce me to
Partnerin vor? your partner?

Er zeigt ihr die neuen He shows her the new fitness
Fitnessgeriite. equipment.

Demonstrative pronouns - dieser, der

Demonstrative pronouns refer to specific persons, things or ideas that usually have
been mentioned before. There are two types of demonstrative pronouns which are
quite similar in meaning: dieser, diese, ctc. and der, die, etc.:



Siehst du die rote Designertasche?  — Meinst du diese/die? 5
Do you see the red designer handbag? Do you mean this one? B
These pronouns have to agree in gender, number and case with the noun they

replace. Here are all their forms:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative  der dieser die diese das dieses die diese
accusative  den diesen die diese das dieses die diese
dative dem diesem der dieser dem diesem  denen diesen
genitive dessen dieses  derer dieser dessen dieses derer dieser

Note that the adverbs hier ‘here’, da ‘here/there’, dort ‘there/over there’ are often
added for clarification.

Mbochten Sie diesen/den hier Would you like to take that one
mitnehmen? (here)?

Diese/Die da habe ich noch nie These I have never seen
gesehen. before.

The article einer used as a pronoun

If you refer to an unspecified person or thing in the singular that has already been
mentioned, you can use the appropriate form of einer:

Ist das ein E-Scooter? - Ja, das ist einer. (masc., nom.)
Ich mochte einen Cappuccino. Ich kaufe dir einen. (masc., acc.)
Warst du bei einem Arzt? Ja, ich war bei einem. (masc., dat.)

Here are all forms:

masculine feminine neuter
nominative einer eine eins
accusative einen eine eins
dative einem einer einem
genitive eines einer eines

Possessive pronouns
Possessives, indicating ownership, can also function as pronouns:

Ist das Thr Smartphone? - Ja, das ist meins.
Fahrt ihr mit Florians Auto? Nein, wir fahren mit unserem. 37
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Possessive pronouns have to agree in gender, number and case with the noun they
refer to. As an example here are all forms of meiner ‘mine’:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative meiner meine meins meine
accusative meinen meine meins meine
dative meinem meiner meinem meinen
genitive meines meiner meines meiner

The above endings are also added to the basic forms of all other possessives dein-,
Ihr-, sein-, ihr-, sein-, unser-, eu(e)r-, Ihr- and ihr-.

Indefinite pronouns - man, alle, viele, etc.

Indefinite pronouns refer to persons, things or ideas that are not closely identified.
The most commonly used indefinite pronoun is man:

man — used for people in a general sense

The pronoun man ‘one’, also ‘you’, ‘they’ or ‘people’ is used to refer to people in
a general sense. It is mainly used in the nominative, as the subject of a sentence
or clause:

Man tut das nicht. You don’t do that./One does not
do that.

Man sagt, dass Sport gut fiir das They say that sport is good for the

Immunsystem ist. immune system.

Occasionally, man can also appear as a direct or indirect object. Its accusative and
dative forms are einen and einem:

acc. Zu viel Stress macht einen krank. Too much stress makes you ill.
dat. Das gibt einem wirklich zu denken! It really makes you think.

Note that man is very frequently used in German.

Referring to groups of people — alle, manche, viele

The pronouns alle ‘all, everyone’, manche ‘some’ and viele ‘many’ are normally
used to refer to a group of people:

Alle haben mitgemacht. Everyone joined in.

Manche kannte er nicht. He didn’t know some of them.
Vielen gefillt die neue Many like the new product
Produktreihe. line.



Note that alle, manche and viele can only be used in the plural and have the same
plural endings as the possessive and demonstrative pronouns.

plural plural plural
nominative alle manche viele
accusative alle manche viele
dative allen manchen vielen
genitive aller mancher vieler

Referring to things and ideas only — alles, etwas, nichts

Some pronouns in English and German refer to things and ideas only. The most
important are alles ‘everything’, etwas ‘something’, nichts ‘nothing, anything’.
These three pronouns don’t change their form:

Ende gut, alles gut. All’s well that ends well.
Etwas stimmt hier nicht. Something isn’t right here.
Sie glaubt an nichts. She doesn’t believe in anything.

Other pronouns

Other types of pronouns include reflexive pronouns, relative pronouns and the
negative keiner. For more information see Unit 6, Unit 22 and Unit 23 respectively.

Did you know?

Sie or du — for many learners of German that’s a tricky question. Long gone are
the days when Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart addressed his father with Sie. However,
some formality among German speakers still remains in daily life.

According to research, people over 40, and women in general, tend to prefer the
more formal approach. However, the English use of ‘you’ for all has influenced and
changed German ways. The universal du is now more prevalent in teams at work,
in sport and in the world of entertainment.

If ever in doubt about Sie or du, choose the former; it’s still the safest option.

Exercise 5.1

Complete the following sentences by filling in the correct personal pronoun in
the nominative.

Example: Dieser Kaffeeautomat kostet mehr, aber ist der beste.
— Dieser Kaffeeautomat kostet mehr, aber er ist der beste.

5
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5 1 Das Modell wird viel gekauft, weil _ gute Bewertungen bekommen hat.
Bl 2 Du hast doch einen Garten. Ist _ grof3?

3 Ich mag meine Wohnung, nurist __leider zu klein.

4 Wir mochten das Abo canceln, weil _ zu teuer ist!

5  Die Schuhe passen gut und auflerdem sind _ sehr bequem.

6  Wie viel hat der Thermobecher gekostet und wird _ noch verkauft?

Exercise 5.2

Answer the following questions and replace the nouns with a personal pronoun in
the nominative, accusative or dative as appropriate.

Example: Spricht Konstantin Deutsch? — Ja, spricht perfekt.
Spricht Konstantin Deutsch? — Ja, er spricht es perfekt.

1 Kennt Britta den Youtuber? — Ja, kennt .

2 Ist das Geschenk fiir meine Mutter? Ja,  istfur .

3 Esstihr die Pizza ganz auf? Ja,  essen_ ganzauf.
4 Haben die Spieler der Trainerin gedankt? Ja,  haben  gedankt.
5  Gefillt die Sonnenbrille dem Kunden? Ja,  gefillt .

6  Helfen die Kinder ihren Eltern? Ja,  helfen .

Exercise 5.3
Replace the noun with the appropriate form of the possessive pronoun.

Example: Das ist das Fahrrad von Tim. — Das ist
Das ist das Fahrrad von Tim. — Das ist seins.

1  Wir nehmen das Auto von mir. - Wir nehmen
2 Ist das Bettinas Handtasche? Ja, das ist

3 War das Marcos Vorschlag? Ja, das war
4 Das ist der USB-Stick von Steffi. Das ist

5 Sind das die Biicher von dir? Ja, das sind
6  Das sind Susis und Margrets Sachen. Das sind

Exercise 5.4

Complete the sentences with the appropriate form of alle. The first one has been
done for you.
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allen aHe alle alles alles allen
1 Waren alle da?
2 Ich habe das mit besprochen.
3 Erhat begriifit.
4  Sie hateszu gesagt.
5 Was macht zusammen?
6  Ende gut, gut.

Exercise 5.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

The book was interesting but it was too long.
Do you know the film? I don’t know it. (Use the Sie form.)
The present is for him.
He gives her a present.
Do you see the blue jacket? — Do you mean this one? (Use the Sie form.)
There is a new smartphone. — Do you mean this one? (Use the du form.)
You don’t do that.
Many came to the party.
Everyone laughed.
0 All’s well that ends well.
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Checklist

1 What is the function of a pronoun?

2 Why do personal pronouns often exist in different forms?

3 Can you list all personal pronouns in the accusative and dative case?

4 Can you remember the forms of the demonstrative pronoun dieser?

5 What is the English equivalent of the pronoun man?

5
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UNIT 6

Reflexive verbs

What are reflexive verbs?

Reflexive verbs refer to an action where the subject of a sentence is doing something
to itself:

Ich habe mich verletzt. I have hurt myself.
Max amiisiert sich. Max enjoys himself.

Reflexive verbs are always used with a reflexive pronoun (mich, sich, etc.) which
reflects the action back to the subject of the sentence.

Two types of reflexive verbs
There are two main types of reflexive verbs in German:

e ‘true’ reflexive verbs such as sich bedanken ‘to say thank you’, sich erkundigen
‘to enquire’, which can only be used reflexively and

e alarge group of verbs, which is mostly used in a non-reflexive way but can also
function reflexively:

non-reflexive reflexive
Ich wasche das Auto. — Ich wasche mich.
I wash the car. I wash myself. / I have a wash.

Both types of reflexive verbs are mostly used with an accusative pronoun (mich,
dich, etc.). However, there are also a few verbs which are accompanied by a dative
reflexive pronoun (mir, dir, etc.).



Reflexive pronouns in the accusative and dative 6

Reflexive
Here is an overview of the reflexive pronouns in the accusative and dative: verbs
accusative dative accusative dative
mich mir  myself uns uns ourselves
dich dir yourself (inf.) euch euch yourselves (inf.)
sich sich  yourself (form.) sich sich yourselves (form.)
sich sich  himself/itself
sich sich  herself/itself sich sich themselves
sich sich itself
Note that only the ich and du forms of the accusative and dative differ (mich/mir
and dich/dir).
‘True’ reflexive verbs + accusative
Here are some commonly used ‘true’ reflexive verbs that are always used with an
accusative reflexive pronoun:
sich bedanken to say thank you
sich befinden to be situated
sich beeilen to hurry (up)
sich benehmen to behave
sich bewerben to apply
sich entschlieflen to decide
sich entspannen to relax, to unwind
sich ereignen to occur, to happen
sich erholen to recover, to recuperate
sich erkiilten to catch a cold
sich erkundigen to enquire
sich freuen to be glad
sich gedulden to be patient
sich irren to be mistaken/wrong
sich verlieben to fall in love
sich verspiiten to be late
sich weigern to refuse
Here are some of them in use:
Ich méchte mich fiir die Einladung I’d like to say thank you for the
bedanken. invitation.
Bitte beeil dich! Please hurry up!
Wir erholen uns am liebsten beim Our favourite way to relax is to 43

Schwimmen.

g0 swimming.



6 ‘True’ reflexive verbs + dative

Reflexive

verbs There are also a few ‘true’ reflexive verbs that need a reflexive pronoun in the
dative. The most important are:

sich aneignen to learn/acquire

sich verbitten not to tolerate sth.

sich einbilden to imagine, to get hold of an idea
sich iiberlegen to think sth. over

sich vornehmen to intend to do

Here are some of them in use:

Das bilden Sie sich nur ein. You only imagine this.
Uberleg dir das noch mal! Think it over again!
Ich habe mir fest vorgenommen, mehr [ firmly intend to do
Sport zu machen. more sport.

Remember that the reflexive dative pronouns only differ from the accusative in the
first and second person singular: mich — mir and dich — dir.

Other verbs used reflexively

Verbs with an accusative object

Many verbs taking an accusative object can also be used reflexively, when it relates
the action back to the subject:

with an accusative object reflexive

Er mochte die Welt indern. — Er mochte sich dindern.

He wants to change the world. He wants to change (himself).
Wir waschen das Auto. Wir waschen uns.
We wash the car. We wash ourselves. / We have a wash.

Other frequently used verbs are: sich amiisieren ‘to amuse oneself’, sich anziehen
‘to get dressed’, sich einloggen ‘to log in’, sich entscheiden ‘to decide’, sich fragen
‘to ask oneself’, sich konzentrieren ‘to concentrate’, sich schminken ‘to put on
make-up’, sich rasieren ‘to shave oneself’, sich setzen ‘to sit down’, sich verletzen
‘to hurt oneself”, sich vorbereiten ‘to prepare oneself”.

44



Verbs with a dative object

Many verbs that require a dative object can be used with a dative reflexive pronoun
if the action focuses on the subject itself:

with a dative object reflexive

Ich werde den Leuten helfen. — Ich werde mir selbst helfen.

I will help the people. I will help myself.

Du schadest der Umwelt. Damit schadest du dir.

You are harming the environment. You harming yourself with that.

Other verbs belonging to this group are: sich erlauben ‘to allow oneself something’,
sich leisten ‘to be able to afford something’, sich widersprechen ‘to contradict
oneself’, sich zumuten ‘to ask something of oneself’.

Verb with an accusative and dative object-sich vorstellen

Note that sich vorstellen can appear with an accusative or dative reflexive pronoun,
meaning ‘to introduce oneself” (accusative) or ‘to imagine’ (dative):

Ich méchte mich vorstellen. I’d like to introduce myself.
Stell dir vor, du gewinnst im Lotto! Imagine you win the lottery!
Reflexive verbs + prepositions

A number of reflexive verbs are normally used together with a preposition, such as
sich erinnern + an or sich interessieren + fiir:

Sie erinnert sich an ihren ersten She remembers her first boyfriend.
Freund.
Interessiert ihr euch fiir Fuiball? Are you interested in football?

Other examples include: sich drgern iiber ‘to be annoyed about’, sich aufregen
iiber ‘to be upset, angry about’, sich beschweren iiber/bei ‘to complain about/to’,
sich engagieren fiir ‘to be committed to’, sich freuen auf ‘to look forward to’, sich
freuen iiber ‘to be happy about/with’, sich kiimmern um ‘to look after, to care for’.

For more information on verbs and prepositions, see Unit 9.

6
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Structures with accusative and dative objects

In structures where the reflexive verb occurs with an accusative and dative object,
the reflexive pronoun is usually in the dative:

Ich habe mir (dat.) den Riicken (acc.) I’ve hurt my back.

verletzt.

Ich ziehe mir (dat.) den Hoodie (acc.) an. I put on my hoodie.

Wasch dir (dat.) bitte die Hinde! (acc.) Wash your hands, please!
Wir haben uns (dat.) die Zahne (acc.) We (have) cleaned our teeth.
geputzt.

As shown in these examples, in English these structures mostly use a possessive
(‘my’, ‘your’, etc.) instead of a reflexive pronoun.

Position of the reflexive pronoun

If the subject is a noun

If the subject is a noun, the reflexive pronoun usually appears after the finite verb:

Seine Kollegin interessiert His colleague is interested in
sich fiir moderne Kunst. modern art.

In a subordinate clause the reflexive pronoun mostly comes before the subject:

Es ist Kklar, dass sich Carsten It is clear that Carsten has to
entschuldigen muss. apologise.

If the subject is a pronoun

If the subject is a pronoun the reflexive pronoun often appears after the subject:

Gestern hat sie sich von dem She recovered from the shock
Schrecken erholt. yesterday.

However, if the sentence starts with a pronoun as the subject, the reflexive pronoun
is placed after the finite verb:

Er sollte sich mal rasieren. He should shave (himself).



In the imperative

The reflexive pronoun usually appears after the personal pronoun:

Bedanken wir uns! Let’s say thank you!
Stellen Sie sich das vor! Imagine that!

With the du and ihr imperative forms, the reflexive pronoun appears after the finite
verb:

Zieh dir das Sweatshirt an! Put on your sweatshirt!
Beeilt euch! Hurry up!

Did you know?

In order to emphasise that they did something or bought something for themselves,
German speakers often add the dative reflexive pronoun:

Ich mache mir jetzt einen griinen Tee.

Wir haben uns ein Netflix-Konto eingerichtet.

Hast du dir neue Sachen gekauft?

Sie haben sich sehr bequeme Wanderschuhe besorgt.

Exercise 6.1

Decide if the following reflexive verbs are used with a reflexive pronoun in the
accusative or the dative by putting them in the appropriate column below. The first
one has been done for you.

sich-bedanken sich beeilen sich erholen sich erkundigen
sich entschlieBen sich erkdlten sich tberlegen sich verlieben

sich verspaten sich verabschieden sich vornehmen

reflexive pronoun in the accusative reflexive pronoun in the dative

sich bedanken

6
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6 Exercise 6.2

Reflexive
verbs Fill in the gaps in the following sentences with the appropriate accusative or dative
reflexive pronoun.
Example: Ich bedanke fiir die die nette Message.
— Ich bedanke mich fiir die nette Message.
1 Erinteressiert sehr fiir gesunde Erndhrung.
2 Duerinnerst sicher nicht mehr an die Party vor zwei Jahren.
3 Ichmuss einloggen.
4 Wir erholen immer gut in den Bergen.
5 Hoffentlich iiberlegst du das noch!
6  Dusolltest ein anderes Fitnessstudio suchen.
7  Ich habe nicht bemerkt, dass ich beim Trainieren verletzt habe.
Exercise 6.3
Construct complete sentences using the information given below, starting with the
element in italics.
Example: verabschiedeten / uns / von unseren Freunden / wir
— Wir verabschiedeten uns von unseren Freunden.

1 das Wetter / sich / iiber / drgert / sie
2 beim Kochen / gut / uns / kénnen / wir / entspannen
3 hat/Paul / gestern / verliebt / sich
4 um 20 Minuten / hat / sich / verspétet / er
5  fiir/sie / die LGBTQ-Community / sich / engagieren
6  da/dir/ich / muss/ widersprechen
7  iiberlegt / noch einmal / euch / das
Exercise 6.4
Decide which two sentences belong together. One example has been done for you.

1 Sie haben das Finale gewonnen. a Ich bedanke mich bei dir.

2 Ich habe das falsch gemacht. b Sie kann sich schlecht entscheiden.

3 Du hast mir viel geholfen. ¢ Jetzt miissen wir uns beeilen.

4 Meine Arbeit ist im Moment d Sie freuen sich.

stressig.
5 Sie denkt zu lange nach. e Sie konnen sich nicht konzentrieren.
48 6 Seine Mutter hat Alzheimer. f Ich mochte mich entschuldigen.
7 Wir sind spét aufgestanden. g Er kiimmert sich oft um sie.
8 Sie sind zu unruhig und nervos. h Ich muss mich entspannen.




Exercise 6.5

Translate the following sentences into German.
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I would like to apologise.

We want to say thank you for the present.

Are you interested in sport? (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
Have you hurt yourself? (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
We can’t decide.

They need to hurry up.

I can’t concentrate.

I put on my T-shirt.

Wash your hands, please! (Use the du form.)

Imagine that! (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)

Checklist

1

Can you explain what a ‘true’ reflexive verb is?

2

Do you know the reflexive pronouns in the accusative?

3

Which reflexive pronouns in the dative differ from those in the
accusative?

Can you name at least six verbs which are often used with an
accusative reflexive pronoun?

What is the position of the reflexive pronoun when the subject is a
noun?

6
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UNIT 7

Modal verbs

Modal verbs - expressing ability, necessity, etc.

Modal verbs modify an action or situation by expressing the idea of ability, obliga-
tion, permission, etc.:

Sie kann sehr kommunizieren. She can communicate very well.

Wir miissen jetzt gehen. We have to go now.

Hier diirfen Sie Ihr Handy benutzen. You are allowed to use your mobile
phone here.

Modal verbs in German
In German there are six modal verbs:
diirfen ‘may/to be allowed to’, kdnnen ‘can/to be able to’, miissen ‘must/to have to’,

sollen ‘to be supposed to/should/ought to’, wollen ‘to want to’, mégen ‘to like (to)’
(also used in the form méchten).

Meaning and most common usage

diirfen — permission, prohibition (must not)

diirfen usually conveys the idea of permission and can be translated with ‘may/can’
or ‘to be allowed to’:

Darf ich hier fotografieren? Am I allowed to take photos here?
Hier diirfen Sie ab 18.00 Uhr parken.  You can/are allowed to park here
from 6 pm.

It often adds a sense of politeness and can be used in more formal situations:

Darf ich Thnen behilflich sein? May I help you?



When used in the negative, diirfen expresses prohibition (‘must not’, ‘not to be
allowed to’):

Das diirfen Sie nicht. You must not do this.
Als Kind durfte sie kein Gluten essen.  As a child she was not allowed to eat
any gluten.

konnen — ability

konnen corresponds to the English ‘can’ or ‘to be able to’ and usually
expresses ability:

Plastik kann man recyceln. You can recycle plastic.
Er konnte vier Fremdsprachen He could speak four
sprechen. foreign languages.

It can sometimes add a tone of possibility as in the English ‘may’:

Das kann schon wahr sein. This may be true.

Kann ich etwas ausrichten? Can/May I pass on a message?
maégen — inclination, liking
mogen implies that people like something generally:

Sie mag Wein aus Italien. She likes wine from Italy.
Ich mag Twitter. I like Twitter.

Note that mégen can only be used in structures with nouns or noun phrases. In con-
nection with verb structures, gern has to be used: Sie trinkt gern Wein aus Italien.
Ich twittere gern.

mogen is frequently used in its subjunctive form, mochten ‘would like™:

Ich méchte einen Matcha Latte. I would like a Matcha latte.
Was moéchtest du nachher machen? What would you like to do later?

For more details on the different forms of méchten, see Unit 25.

miissen — necessity, obligation

miissen mostly expresses a sense of necessity or obligation and corresponds to the
English ‘must’ or ‘to have to™:

Wir miissen jetzt gehen. We must/have to go now.
Sie muss das Projekt bis She must/has to finish the project
Anfang September fertig haben. by the beginning of September.

7
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7 In the negative, miissen does not convey the meaning of prohibition as it does in
English, but means ‘don’t have to’ or ‘don’t need to:

Modal verbs
Ihr miisst jetzt noch nicht gehen. You don’t have to/don’t need to
g0 now.
Du musst dir keine Sorgen machen. You don’t have to/don’t need
to worry.

Note that in these contexts brauchen + zu + infinitive is often used as an alternative:

Thr braucht jetzt noch nicht zu gehen. You don’t need to/have to go now.

sollen — obligations, commands

sollen is mainly used to convey a sense of obligation and corresponds to the English
‘be supposed to’, ‘should’

Pia soll fettarmer essen. Pia is supposed to eat less fat.
Soll ich morgen schon um sieben Should I start at 7 am tomorrow?
Uhr anfangen?

It is also used with suggestions or commands:
Sollen wir mit dem Flixbus fahren? Should we go by Flixbus?
Du sollst dir dariiber keine You should not worry about it.

Gedanken machen.

sollen can also convey a sense of uncertainty when making a prediction or when
reporting what you have heard from another source:

Morgen soll es heifl werden. They say it’s going to be
hot tomorrow.

Sie soll wieder einen neuen They say she has a new

Partner haben. partner again.

wollen — intention, desire

wollen usually expresses an intention or desire and corresponds to the English ‘to

want to’:
Ich will einen Tai-Chi-Kurs fiir I want to take a tai chi course
Anfinger belegen. for beginners.
Gaby will nach Irland auswandern. Gaby wants to emigrate to Ireland.
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Formation in different tenses

Modal verbs are quite irregular in German — however, they follow a similar pattern.
Here is a summary of their forms in different tenses.

Present tense

In the present tense, only sollen doesn’t change its stem vowel in the ich, du and
er/sie/es forms. Note also that the first and third person singular (ich and er/sie/es)
have identical forms and don’t have their usual present tense endings.

diirfen kénnen  miissen wollen maogen sollen
ich darf kann muss will mag soll
du darfst kannst  musst willst magst sollst
Sie diirfen  konnen miissen wollen mogen sollen
er/siefes  darf kann muss will mag soll
wir diirfen konnen miissen wollen mogen sollen
ihr diirft konnt miisst wollt mogt sollt
Sie diirfen  konnen miissen  wollen mogen sollen
sie diirfen konnen miissen wollen mogen sollen

Present perfect tense

The past participle of the six modals are: gedurft, gekonnt, gemusst, gewollt,
gemocht, gesollt.

However, these forms are rarely used and are usually replaced with the simple
past forms of the modals:

present perfect Sie hat den Ort nicht gemocht.
simple past —  Sie mochte den Ort nicht.
She didn’t like the place.

When the modal appears together with another verb, the present perfect tense is
constructed with haben + infinitive of the second verb + infinitive of the modal:

Hafida hat noch bis Mitternacht Hafida had to go on working
arbeiten miissen. until midnight.

Er hat noch einen Proteinshake He wanted to drink another
trinken wollen. protein shake.

Note that as the infinitive of the modal verb is used instead of the past participle
form, the sentence finishes in two infinitives (double infinitive construction). This
present perfect structure is often avoided by using the simple past tense: — Hafida
musste noch bis Mitternacht arbeiten. — Er wollte noch einen Proteinshake
trinken.

7
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7 Simple past tense

Leesh el Modal verbs form their simple past tense by dropping the umlaut and by using -te
endings:
diirfen kdnnen miissen wollen maogen sollen

ich durfte konnte musste wollte mochte sollte
du durftest konntest musstest wolltest mochtest solltest
Sie durften konnten mussten  wollten mochten sollten
er/sie/es durfte konnte musste wollte mochte sollte
wir durften konnten mussten  wollten mochten sollten
ihr durftet konntet musstet wolltet mochtet solltet
Sie durften Kkonnten mussten wollten mochten sollten
sie durften konnten mussten  wollten mochten sollten

Sie durfte nicht zur Party gehen. She was not allowed to go to the

party.

Er konnte fantastisch Skatebord He could skateboard fantastically

fahren. well.

Wolltest du etwas fragen? Did you want to ask something?

Sie sollten das probieren! You should try that.

Past perfect tense

If the modal verb stands on its own, the past perfect tense is constructed with the
past tense of haben + the past participle of the modal. When the modal verb appears
together with another verb, the past perfect tense is constructed with the infinitive of
the second verb + the infinitive form of the modal.

Er hatte das nicht gewollt. He had not wanted this.
Vor 2017 hatten gleichgeschlecht- Before 2017, same sex couples had not
liche Paare in Deutschland nicht been allowed to marry in Germany.

heiraten diirfen.

Future tense

The future tense of modal verbs is constructed with the finite form of werden + the
infinitive of the main verb + the infinitive of the modal:

Ich werde morgen nicht kommen I won’t be able come tomorrow.
konnen.

Sie wird sich ein neues iPhone kaufen  She will have to buy a new
miissen. iPhone.
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Modal verbs used with other verbs — patterns 7

As the various examples show, modal verbs are frequently used with one or two ESETESS
other verbs.

When used with one verb, the modal verb is normally in 2nd position while the
other verb is placed at the end of the clause or sentence and is in the infinitive. This
happens in the present tense and past simple tense:

present tense Sie kann sehr gut mit Leuten kommunizieren.

past simple ~ Wir mussten um 22 Uhr zu Hause sein.

However, when modal verbs appear with two verbs for instance in the present perfect
tense and future tense, the main verb and the modal verb are in last position. In this
construction, both are in the infinitive, with the modal verb being at the very end:
present perfect  Sie hat sehr gut mit Leuten kommunizieren koénnen.
future tense Wir werden um 22 Uhr zu Hause sein miissen.

Did you know?
Although modal verbs usually appear with another verb in a sentence, they can also
function on their own. This is often the case in colloquial phrases:

Ich kann nicht mehr. I can’t go on anymore.

Wir miissen jetzt nach Hause. ~ We have to go home now.

Wir wollen in die Stadt. We want to go/drive into town.

Was haben sie gewollt? What did they want?

Er konnte das sehr gut. He could do this very well.

Konnen Sie Deutsch? Can you speak German?

Was soll das? What’s this supposed to mean?

e  For details on the position of modal verbs in various sentence structures,

see also Unit 21.
Exercise 7.1
Fill in the appropriate form of the modal verb in the present tense. You’ll find the
infinitives in brackets.

Example: Er noch eine Datei hochladen. (miissen)

— Er muss noch eine Datei hochladen.
1 Die Kinder nur bis 9 Uhr aufbleiben. (diirfen) 55

2 Du keinen Alkohol mehr trinken. (diirfen)
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3 Carmen sich sehr gut konzentrieren. (konnen)

4 Ich unsere neue Kollegen iiberhaupt nicht. (mdgen)

5 Warum Nico nicht im Ausland studieren? (wollen)

6  Frau Martus die Leitung der Abteilung iibernehmen. (sollen)
7  Wann ihr heute Abend nach Hause? (miissen)

8  Schade, dass ihr nicht mitkommen . (kénnen)

Exercise 7.2
Now put all the sentences from Exercise 7.1 into the simple past tense.

Example: Er musste noch eine Datei hochladen.

Exercise 7.3
Convert the following sentences into the present perfect by using two infinitives.

Examples: Wir kamen zur Party. (konnen)
— Wir haben zur Party kommen konnen.

Er fuhr ins Ausland. (wollen)
— Er hat ins Ausland fahren wollen.

Sie machten kein Konzertvideo. (diirfen)

Ich trieb mehr Sport. (wollen)

Sie arbeiteten bis in die Nacht. (miissen)

Er interviewte die neue Ministerprasidentin. (diirfen)
Wir besuchten das Guggenheim Museum. (kdnnen)

AW N =

Exercise 7.4

Construct complete sentences using the information given below, starting with the
element in italics.

Example: einloggen / konnte / ich / mich / nicht
— Ich konnte mich nicht einloggen.

zwischen 10-14 Uhr / hier / man / parken / darf

bezahlen? / mit Karte / kann / ich /

wir / eine Menge Geld / durch Carsharing / konnten / sparen

du / mehr um deine Gesundheit / dich / kiimmern / sollst

buchen / am Ende / haben / wir / online / kGnnen

miissen / wir / werden / nachdenken / tiber die Sache / noch einmal

AN AW N =



Exercise 7.5 7

Modal verbs
Translate the following sentences into German.

She likes classical music.
Shall we go by train?
You are allowed to park here. (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
He is supposed to do more sports.
I am supposed to cook this evening.
The children must not watch the film.
We will have to buy a new mobile phone.
They will not be able to come to the event tomorrow.
Can you speak Italian? (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
0 What is this supposed to mean?

— O 00 3O\ L bW~

Checklist v

1 Can you name the infinitive forms of the six modal verbs in German?

2 Can you give the German meaning of the expression ‘I must not...’?

3 How do modal verbs form their simple past tense?

4 What happens to a modal verb when used with two other verbs?

5 Do you know four expressions where a modal verb is used without
another verb?
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UNIT 8

Verbs with separable and

inseparable prefixes

Different types of prefixes

Many verbs in German consist of a main verb and a prefix: ankommen ‘to arrive’,
verkaufen ‘to sell’, umschreiben ‘to rewrite/to paraphrase’.

There are three different types of prefixes in German:

e separable prefixes, which — as the name suggests — can exist separately from the

main verb

inseparable prefixes, which are fixed to the verb
variable prefixes, which can either be separable or inseparable

Here are all three forms in more detail.

Separable verbs

List of commonly used separable prefixes

Separable verbs are used frequently in German. Here is a list of common prefixes
together with two possible combinations as examples:

ab— abfahren, abwarten
an— anrufen, anhingen
auf— aufladen, aufmachen
aus— ausgehen, ausloggen
bei- beitragen, beitreten
ein- einkaufen, einloggen
fest- festhalten, feststellen
her- herkommen, herstellen
herunter- herunterkommen,
herunterladen
hin- hinfallen, hinsetzen
hoch- hochfahren, hochladen
mit- mitmachen, mitteilen

to depart (by vehicle), to wait and see
to telephone, to attach (files, etc.)

to charge (mobile phone, etc.), to open
to go out, to log out

to contribute, to join (an organisation)
to shop, to log in

to hold tight, to determine / find out
to come (from somewhere), to produce
to come down,

to download

to fall down, to sit down

to boot up (computer, etc.), to upload
to join in, to inform



statt- stattfinden, stattgeben to take place, to allow / grant 8

vor— vorbereiten, vorhaben to prepare, to intend / to plan Verbs with
weg- wegbringen, wegwerfen  to take away, to throw away separable and
weiter- weiterleiten, to forward, 'n:;& 2rsable
weitermachen to continue P
zZu- zumachen, zunehmen to close, to increase
zuriick- zuriickgeben, to return (something),
zuriickkehren to return
zusammen- zusammenarbeiten, to collaborate,
zusammenfassen to summarise

Here are some of them in use:

Sie gehen heute Abend aus. They are going out tonight.
Er lidt die Fotos hoch. He is uploading the photos.
Die Wahlen fanden letzten The election took place
September statt. last September.

Wir werfen zu viele Lebensmittel weg.  We throw away too much food.

Separable verbs do not always split up

Separable verbs can — as the name indicates — split into two parts. However, they
also appear as one word in certain constructions.

e when to separate:

A separable verb splits when it is the only verb in a main clause. This applies to the
following structures. Note that the prefix appears in the final position:

present tense Sie lidt ihr Handy auf.
She is charging her mobile phone.
simple past tense Ich kam am Dienstagabend zuriick.
I returned on Tuesday evening.
imperative Bitte leiten Sie die Mail weiter.

Please forward the email.
e when not to separate:
Separable verbs appear as one word and in the infinitive with modal verbs and the
future tense:
Sie muss ihr Handy aufladen.
She has to charge her mobile phone.
future tense:

Ich werde am Dienstagabend zuriickkommen. 59
I’ll return on Tuesday evening.
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In most subordinate clauses, the separable verb moves to the last position and does
not split up. Its ending must agree with the subject of the clause:

Texte mir, wenn du ankommst.
Text me when you arrive.

Ich verstehe nicht, warum er sich immer so aufregt.
I don’t understand why he always gets so upset.

Past participles

The past participle of separable verbs is normally formed by inserting -ge- between
the prefix and the main verb: aufmachen — aufgemacht, hochladen — hochgeladen.

For more detail on the formation of past participles and its usage in the present
perfect and past perfect tense, see Units 12 and 14.

Inseparable prefixes

List of commonly used inseparable prefixes

There are also a number of prefixes which never detach themselves from the main
verb. They include:

be- besuchen, berichten to visit, to report

emp- empfangen, empfehlen to receive, to recommend

ent- entleeren, entwickeln to empty, to develop

er- erkliren, erzihlen to explain, to tell (a story, etc.)
ge- gehoren, gewinnen to belong to, to win

miss- missachten, misstrauen to disregard, to mistrust

ver- verlieren, verstehen to lose, to understand

zer- zerfallen, zerstoren to disintegrate, to destroy

Here are some of them in use:

Sie besichtigten das Brandenburger Tor. They visited the Brandenburg
Gate.

Erzihl uns von deiner Reise. Tell us about your trip.

Dieses iPad gehért Marvin. This iPad belongs to Marvin.

Past participles

Verbs with inseparable prefixes don’t add ge- when forming their past participle:

Er hat das nicht bereut. He hasn’t regretted it.
Sie haben ein neues Modell entwickelt. They developed a new model.
Paula hat ihr Passwort vergessen. Paula has forgotten/forgot

her password.



Variable prefixes

There are also some prefixes which can either be separable or inseparable.
They include:

durch — durchlassen (sep.) to let through durchdenken (insep.) to think through

iiber — iiberkochen (sep.) to boil over iibernachten (insep.) to stay overnight
um — umfallen (sep.) to fall over umarmen (insep.) to embrace
unter — untergehen (sep.) to sink unterrichten (insep.) to teach

wieder — wiedersehen (sep.) to see again wiederholen (insep.) to repeat
wider — widerspiegeln (sep.) to reflect widersprechen (insep.) to contradict

Here are some of them in use:

Pass auf! Das Porridge kocht iiber.
Watch out! The porridge is boiling over.

Wir iibernachteten in einer Airbnb-Wohnung.
We spent the night in an Airbnb.

Sie haben sich nach 10 Jahren wiedergesehen.
They met again after 10 years.

Er hat sich x-mal wiederholt.
He repeated himself for the umpteenth time.

How to spot the difference

A way of identifying a separable or inseparable prefix is to check where the stress
falls:

e if the verb is separable, the stress usually falls on the prefix: durchfallen,
iiberkochen, umfallen, untergehen, wiedersehen, widerspiegeln

e if the verb is inseparable, the stress falls on the main verb: durchdenken,
iibernachten, umarmen, unterrichten, wiederholen, widersprechen

Same word, different meanings

A few verbs exist as a separable as well as a non-separable verb. Although the prefix
is the same, their meaning and stress differ:

separable inseparable

iibergehen — to move on iibergehen — to pass over, to leave out
iibersetzen — to ferry across iibersetzen — to translate

iiberziehen — to put/pull on iiberziehen — to overdraw (account)
umschreiben — to rewrite umschreiben — to paraphrase

8
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The separable forms often convey the literal meaning of the verb, while the insepa-
rable forms usually have a more figurative meaning:

Ich gehe zum nichsten Punkt iiber.
I’ll move on to the next point.

Sie haben ihn bei der Beforderung iibergangen.
They passed him over for promotion.

Sie hat ihre Jeansjacke iibergezogen.
She has put on her denim jacket.

Sie hat ihr Onlinekonto iiberzogen.
She has overdrawn her online account.

Verbs can have various prefixes

Note that many verbs in German can exist with various prefixes, such as the
verb arbeiten:

aufarbeiten (sep.) to do up, to reappraise (the past)
ausarbeiten (sep.) to work out

bearbeiten (insep.) to edit, to process

einarbeiten (sep.) to get used to the work, to train
erarbeiten (insep.) to work out, to establish
mitarbeiten (sep.) to cooperate

iiberarbeiten (insep.) to rework, to overwork
umarbeiten (sep.) to rewrite, to rework
verarbeiten (insep.) to process, to work through
weiterarbeiten (sep.) to continue to work
zusammenarbeiten (sep.) to cooperate, to work together

Learning tip

Memorising each verb together with its separable and inseparable prefixes — prefer-
ably as part of a phrase or sentence — can help you to extend your vocabulary.

If you are not sure whether a verb is separable, look it up in a dictionary.
Separable verbs are usually indicated with the abbreviation sep.

Did you know?

Prefixes in German can convey different meanings; it is therefore difficult to
recognise clear patterns which would help to memorise them. Opposites and their



meanings, however, are much easier to identify — as you can see in the following

table:

an — aus auf — zu ein — aus hin — zuriick | hoch — herunter
on — off open—close |in—out there — back up — down
anmachen — | aufmachen — |einloggen — |hinfahren — hochladen —
ausmachen | zumachen ausloggen | zuriickfahren | herunterladen
anschalten — | aufschlieBen — | einpacken — | hinbringen — hochfahren —
ausschalten | zuschlieBen auspacken | zurtickbringen | herunterfahren

Exercise 8.1

Indicate if the following verbs are either separable (sep.) or inseparable (insep.) and
give their main meaning in English.

Examples: anrufen — anrufen (sep.) ‘to telephone’
erzdhlen — erzéhlen (insep.) ‘to tell (a story)’

1 abfahren, 2 anfangen, 3 authoren, 4 aufladen, 5 ausgehen, 6 berichten, 7 einladen,
8 einloggen, 9 entstehen, 10 entwickeln, 11 erfinden, 12 erkldren, 13 festhalten, 14
gehoren, 15 gewinnen, 16 hochladen, 17 mitmachen, 18 mitgehen, 19 stattfinden,
20 iibernachten, 21 umarmen, 22 umtauschen, 23 verlieren, 24 vorhaben, 25 weg-
fahren, 26 wiedersehen, 27 zerstoren, 28 zumachen.

Exercise 8.2

Find the right prefixes for the separable verbs from the box below and use them to
complete the sentences.

an aus wieder um vor her ein zusammen

Example: Wir kommen am Samstagmorgen in Wien

— Wir kommen am Samstagmorgen in Wien an.

Sie gehen fast jedes Wochenende

Die Gameshow fangt um 8 Uhr

Wir sehen uns ja bald

Tanja und Leo bereiten ihre Prisentation

Er loggt sich mit einem anderen Passwort

Die Firma stellt die Produkte in China

Sie fasst den Inhalt sehr gut .

Der Redenschreiber schreibt den Text noch einmal

0 3N N bW~
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8 Exercise 8.3

Verbs with

separableand  Now transform each of the sentences in Exercise 8.2 into subordinate clauses by

I;:i?iz erable starting the sentences with Ich bin sicher, dass .... Don’t forget that the separable
verb does not split up in this construction.

Example: Wir kommen am Samstagmorgen in Wien an.
— Ichbinsicher, dass wiram Samstagmorgen in Wien ankommen.

Exercise 8.4
Write out the opposites by using the appropriate prefix of the following sentences:
Example: Sie loggen sich ein. — Sie loggen sich aus.

Wann bringt er es hin?

Adrian macht die Kaffeemaschine aus.
Wir laden die Datei herunter.

Sie packen die Geschenke ein.

Ich schalte das Licht an.

Sie zieht den Hoodie an.

Mach das Badezimmerfenster auf!

~N N B W~

Exercise 8.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

I often go out.

She calls her sister in Germany.

He teaches mathematics.

We visited friends in New York.

Max prepares his presentation.

They are uploading the videos.

The company produces the cars in Stuttgart.
She has to charge her mobile phone.

They will return on Monday.

The people throw away too much rubbish.
Please forward the WhatsApp message. (Use the Sie form.)
Turn off the coffee machine. (Use the Sie form.)

02O L W~
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Checklist v 8

1 What are the three different types of prefixes? disibe "t‘;ilth g
B . separable ani
2 Can you list eight prefixes that.se.parate from th? Verb? insF:eparabIe
3 How do you form the past participle of a verb with an inseparable prefixes
prefix?

4 What are variable prefixes?

5 Do you know three prefixes with their opposites?
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UNIT 9

Verbs and prepositions

Verbs and prepositions in English and German

In German, as in English, many verbs are followed by a preposition:

Wir sprechen iiber den Podcast. We talk about the podcast.
Sie entschuldigt sich fiir die She apologises for the delay.
Verspitung.

Although German prepositions used in connection with a verb might sometimes
correspond to the English, as with sprechen iiber — “to talk about’ — there is often
no correlation between the two languages:

Ich warte auf den Bus. I am waiting for the bus.
Er bedankt sich bei seinem. He says thank you to his
Coach. coach.

Prepositions and cases

As previously mentioned, prepositions in German require certain cases. Articles,
possessives or other words following a verb + preposition construction therefore
usually take the accusative or dative case endings (auf den Bus acc., bei seinem
Coach dat., etc.).

List of verbs and prepositions

Here is a list of frequently used verbs and prepositions with the cases they require.
Reflexive verbs are indicated with the pronoun sich.

an
denken an (+ acc.) to think of

sich erinnern an (+ acc.) to remember
sich gewohnen an (+ acc.) to get used to

glauben an (+ acc.) to believe in



leiden an (+ dat.)
schreiben an (+ acc.)
teilnehmen an (+ dat.)

auf

ankommen auf (+ acc.)
aufpassen auf (+ acc.)
antworten auf (+ acc.)
bestehen auf (+ acc.)

sich beziehen auf (+ acc.)

sich freuen auf (+ acc.)

sich konzentrieren auf (+ acc.)
sich spezialisieren auf (+ acc.)
sich verlassen auf (+ acc.)
sich vorbereiten auf (+ acc.)
reagieren auf (+ acc.)

warten auf (+ acc.)

aus

aussteigen aus (+ dat.)
bestehen aus (+ dat.)
entstehen aus (+ dat.)

bei

sich bedanken bei (+ dat.)
sich bewerben bei (+ dat.)
sich beschweren bei (+ dat.)
sich entschuldigen bei (+ dat.)
arbeiten bei (+ dat.)

jobben bei (+ dat.)

fiir

sich bedanken fiir (+ acc.)
sich einsetzen fiir (+ acc.)
sich engagieren fiir (+ acc.)
sich entschuldigen fiir (+ acc.)
sich interessieren fiir (+ acc.)
sorgen fiir (+ acc.)

voten fiir (+ acc.)

in

einsteigen in (+ acc.)

sich verlieben in (+ acc.)

mit

anfangen mit (+ dat.)
aufhdren mit (+ dat.)

sich beschiftigen mit (+ dat.)
chatten mit (+ dat.)
diskutieren mit (+ dat.)
kommunizieren mit (+ dat.)

to suffer from
to write to
to take part in

to depend on

to look after

to answer

to insist on

to refer to

to look forward to
to concentrate on
to specialise in
to rely on

to prepare for

to react to

to wait for

to get off (train, etc.)
to consist of
to originate, to come into being

to say thank you to

to apply to

to complain to

to apologise to

to work for (a company)

to work/to temp for (a company)

to thank for

to stand up for

to get involved, to be committed to
to apologise for

to be interested in

to care for

to vote for

to get on (train, etc.)
to fall in love with

to begin (doing something)
to stop (doing something)
to occupy oneself with

to chat with

to discuss with

to communicate with

9
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reden mit (+ dat.)
sprechen mit (+ dat.)
sich streiten mit (+ dat.)
telefonieren mit (+ dat.)
sich treffen mit (+ dat.)
vergleichen mit (+ dat.)

nach

riechen nach (+ dat.)
schmecken nach (+ dat.)
suchen nach (+ dat.)

iiber

sich drgern tiber (+ acc.)
sich aufregen tiber (+ acc.)
sich beschweren tiber (+ acc.)
diskutieren tiber (+ acc.)
sich freuen iiber (+ acc.)
lachen iiber (+ acc.)
nachdenken tiber (+ acc.)
reden iiber (+ acc.)
schreiben iiber (+ acc.)
sprechen iiber (+ acc.)

sich streiten tiber (+ acc.)
wissen iiber (+ acc.)

sich wundern iiber (+ acc.)

um

sich bewerben um (+ acc.)
bitten um (+ acc.)

sich handeln um (+ acc.)
sich kiimmern um (+ acc.)
trauern um (+ acc.)

von
abhingen von (+ dat.)

trdumen von (+ dat.)

sich trennen von (+ dat.)

sich verabschieden von (+ dat.)
wissen von (+ dat.)

vor
sich fiirchten vor (+ dat.)
schiitzen vor (+ dat.)

zu
beitragen zu (+ dat.)
einladen zu (+ dat.)
passen zu (+ dat.)

to talk to, to talk with

to speak to, to speak with

to argue with

to talk on the phone to

to meet somebody

to compare to, to compare with

to smell of
to taste of
to look for

to be annoyed about
to get upset about

to complain about

to discuss something
to be pleased about
to laugh about

to think about, to reflect on
to talk about

to write about

to talk about

to argue about

to know about

to be surprised at

to apply for

to ask for

to be about

to care for, to look after
to mourn

to depend on

to dream of

to separate from

to take one’s leave from
to know about

to be afraid of
to protect against

to contribute to
to invite to
to go with, to match



Verbs can have more than one preposition in 9
a sentence Verbs and

prepositions

It is not unusual for a verb to appear with more than one preposition in a sentence.
This is often the case with verbs like chatten, diskutieren, reden, sprechen:

Ich spreche mit Julian iiber seine Zukunftspline.
I talk fo Julian about his future plans.

Note that mit usually refers to a person, while iiber refers to a topic, plan, idea, etc.
Another verb that often appears with more than one preposition is sich bewerben:

Er bewirbt sich bei der Deutschen Bahn wum eine Stelle als

IT-Systemelektroniker.
He applies to Deutsche Bahn for a job as an IT systems electronic engineer.

Prepositions can affect meaning

There are also a few verbs that change their meaning, depending on the preposition
they take, such as sich freuen + auf /iiber:

Sie freut sich auf'ihren Geburtstag. She is looking forward to
her birthday.
Sie freut sich iiber ihre Geschenke. She is pleased about her presents.

Another example is the verb bestehen: bestehen auf ‘insist on’, bestehen aus ‘con-
sist of”.
Forming questions with verbs and prepositions

Yes or no questions

Yes or no questions are formed in the usual way by putting the verb at the beginning:

Glaubst du an Gott? Do you believe in God?
Interessieren Sie sich fiir Sport? Are you interested in sport?
Kiimmert er sich um seinen Vater? Does he look after his father?
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9 With question words

\;fégzgggns More open-ended questions which contain a verb + preposition expression are con-
structed in two different ways:

e when referring to things, ideas or concepts, questions are formed by using wo (r)
+ the relevant preposition:

denken an - Woran denkst du?
What are you thinking of?

sich interessieren fiir Wofiir interessieren Sie sich?
What are you interested in?

Note that the letter -r is added if the preposition starts with a vowel.

e when referring to a person, the question starts with the relevant preposition, fol-
lowed by the appropriate form of wer who:

denken an — An wen denkst du?
Who are you thinking of?

sich interessieren fiir Fiir wen interessieren Sie sich?
Who are you interested in?

The form of wer depends on the case required by the preposition, hence wen (acc.)

and wem (dat.).
For more details on forming questions and the various forms of wer, see Unit 19.

How to replace a noun or noun phrase

A noun or noun phrase which follows a verb + preposition construction can be
replaced with:

e da (r) + the relevant preposition when referring to things, ideas or concepts; da
corresponding to ‘it/that/them’ in English:

Argern Sie sich iiber die schlechte Luft? — Nein, ich #rgere mich
nicht dariiber.

Interessierst du dich fiir Frauenfufiball? Ja,ichinteressiere mich dafiir.
Hat sie sich auf Energierecht Ja, sie hat sich darauf
spezialisiert? spezialisiert.

e the relevant preposition + the personal pronoun in the appropriate case when
70 referring to a person:



Kiimmert er sich um seinen Vater? — Ja, er Kkiimmert sich wum

ihn. (acc.)

Engagiert sie sich fiir Fliichtlinge? Ja, sie engagiert sich fiir sie.
(acc.)

Hat er mit Frau Meins telefoniert? Nein, er hat nicht mit ihr tel-

efoniert. (dat.)

Did you know?

Words like dariiber, davon, etc. are called prepositional adverbs in grammatical
terms. They appear in a number of frequently used expressions in everyday spoken
language. Here are a few examples:

Ich muss dariiber nachdenken. I need to think about it.

Das hiingt davon ab. That depends.

Ich komme nie dazu. I never get the time to do it/that.
Damit habe ich nichts zu tun. I don’t have anything to do with it.
Davon wusste ich nichts. I didn’t know anything about that.

e  For more information on prepositions, see Unit 18

Exercise 9.1

Decide which two parts belong together. One example has been done for you.

1 Pierre jobbt jetzt a) mit seinem Garten.

2 Karina freut sich b) von einem Lottogewinn.

3 Annette kiimmert sich ¢) aufihren Urlaub in Spanien.

4 Dennis beschéftigt sich viel _d) iiber die langsame WLAN-Verbindung.
5 Wir drgern uns e) fiir den Klimaschutz ein.

6 Sie traumen manchmal f) bei einer internationalen Firma.

7 Er setzt sich g) um ihre demente Mutter.

Exercise 9.2

Write down which preposition and case the verbs require and give their English
meaning. Note that some of the verbs can take more than one preposition.

Example: warten — warten — auf + (acc.) — ‘to wait for’
anfangen — anfangen — mit + (dat.) — ‘to begin (with)’
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1 aufhoren, 2 sich drgern, 3 sich beschéftigen, 4 sich beschweren, 5 sich bewerben,
6 denken, 7 sich einsetzen, 8§ sich erinnern, 9 sich freuen, 10 glauben, 11 sich inter-
essieren, 12 sich kiimmern, 13 nachdenken, 14 teilnehmen, 15 telefonieren, 16 sich
verabschieden, 17 vergleichen, 18 sich verlieben.

Exercise 9.3

Complete the following sentences by adding the appropriate prepositions and end-
ings as shown in the example.

Example: Er wartet ein Termin bei seiner Arztin.
— Er wartet auf'einen Termin bei seiner Arztin.

1 Wir freuen uns d__ Wochenende.

2 Siehabensich  d_ neuen Skateboards gefreut.

3 Nadine kiimmert sich viel _ ihr  GroBvater.

4 Er drgert sich d__ hohen Preise.

5 Wir engagieren uns seit Jahren ~ d_ Naturschutz.

6  Sie haben sich d__ Reparatur von Samsung-Geriéten spezialisiert.

7  Hast du schon dein__ Teamleiter dein__ Pléne gesprochen?

8  Sie hat sich d__ Elektrofirma __ ein__ Praktikumsstelle beworben.

Exercise 9.4

Answer each of the following questions in the positive, replacing the italicised
words with da (r) + the relevant preposition.

Example: Habt ihr euch fiir das gute Feedback bedankt?
— Ja, wir haben uns dafiir bedankt.

Interessierst du dich fiir Fremdsprachen?
Freust du dich auf das Festival?

Habt ihr tiber die neue Kollektion gesprochen?
Hast du dich um die Stelle beworben?

Hat er auf die Kommentare geantwortet?

Hast du an dem Event teilgenommen?

[ R O R S R

Exercise 9.5
Translate the following sentences into German.

1 I am waiting for the train.
2 Lisa apologises to her brother.
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She is pleased about the weather.

He is annoyed about his mobile phone.

They believe in god.

Are you interested in sport? (Use the du and Sie form.)
What is she interested in?

He stands up for the environment.

That depends.

0 I need to think about it.

Checklist

1 What do you need to be aware of when using a verb + preposition
construction in German?

2 Can you name the two prepositions that can appear with sich freuen?

w

How do you form questions with a verb + preposition construction?

4 How can you replace a noun or noun phrase and a preposition
construction that refers to things, ideas or concepts?
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UNIT 10

The imperative

What is the imperative?

The imperative is used for making requests, instructing people what to do or giving
advice:

Fangen Sie an, bitte. Please start.
Geh immer geradeaus! Go straight on!
Denk an deine Gesundheit. Think about your health.

Three main forms

The imperative has different forms, depending on whether you are addressing one
or more people. There is also a distinction between the formal and informal mode of
address. Here is an overview of the three forms:

Infinitive | gehen essen warten kommen lesen
du Geh! Iss! Warte! Komm! Lies!
Sie Gehen Sie! | Essen Sie! | Warten Sie! | Kommen Sie! | Lesen Sie!
ihr Geht! Esst! Wartet! Kommt! Lest!

Note that the imperative with Sie is the same in the singular and plural.
Imperative - formation

The Sie form — singular and plural

When constructing the formal Sie imperative, simply use the infinitive of the
relevant verb and move it into first position. Unlike the du and ihr forms, the formal
imperative keeps the personal pronoun Sie.

Kommen Sie mit mir, bitte. Come with me, please.
Denken Sie an die Deadline. Think about the deadline.
Vergessen Sie nicht, mir zu mailen. Don’t forget to email me.

Ubertreiben Sie nicht. Don’t exaggerate.



The formal imperative does not differentiate between singular and plural which
means you can address one or more person with the same form.

Note that the imperative form of sein is slightly irregular and an additional -e
is added:

Seien Sie nicht so egoistisch. Don’t be so selfish.

The du form

The informal du imperative is constructed by using the stem of the du form in the
present tense. Irregular verbs that alter their stem vowel in the present tense, such
as essen — iss, lesen — lies, keep this change:

les-en — lies —  Lies die Mail! Read the email.
geh-en — geh —  Geh immer geradeaus! Keep straight on.

As you can see — just as in English — the verb appears in first position and the subject
(du) is dropped.

Spelling variations

There are a few irregularities for the du form:
e [fthe stem of a verb changes from a to &, no umlaut is added:

lassen — lass —  Lass mich in Ruhe! Leave me in peace!
fahren fahr Fahr vorsichtig! Drive carefully!

e Verbs whose stems end in -d, -t or -ig add an additional -e:

reden — red(+-e¢) — Redelauter! Talk louder!
arbeiten arbeit (+ e) Arbeite weniger! Work less!
entschuldigen entschuldig (+e) Entschuldige. Excuse me.

e If the stem ends in -el, the -e before the 1 is dropped, but an extra -e is
inserted afterwards:

googeln — googel (—-¢) — Google das fiir mich.  Google this for me.
handeln handel (- -e) Handle schnell. Act quickly.

e An extra-e is also usually added if the verb stem ends in a consonant + m or + n:

atmen — atm (+e) —  Atme langsam. Breathe slowly.
berechnen berechn (+ -e) Berechne die Kosten!  Calculate the cost!
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o The ihr form

In the ihr form there is no change to the usual verb formation of the second person
plural (ihr): simply add -t to the stem. The verb needs to be positioned at the front.
As with the du imperative, the subject is dropped:

les-en — lest — Lest die Mail! Read the email.
geh-en — geht — Geht immer geradeaus! Keep straight on.

Note that verbs whose stems end in -d and -t add an additional -e before the -t:

finden — find (+-et) — Findet eine Losung! Find a solution!
texten text (+ -et) Textet mir, bitte! Text me, please!

Other points to watch out for

Haben and sein

Haben and sein follow the pattern of the other verbs and are constructed from
the infinitive:

hab-en — haben  Haben Sie Geduld! Be patient.

hab Hab keine Angst! Don’t be afraid!
habt Habt einen schonen Tag. Have a nice day.
sei-n seien (!) Seien Sie bitte piinktlich. Be on time please.
sei Sei vorsichtig! Be careful!

seid Seid nett zu ihnen! Be nice to them!

As mentioned above, there is a small spelling variation for the Sie form with sein:
an extra -e is added.



Separable verbs

In all three imperative forms, the prefix detaches from the main verb and comes at
the end of the clause or sentence:

anhiingen — hingen an  Héngen Sie die Datei an! Attach the file!

eintreten tritt ein  Tritt ein! Enter!

wegwerfen werft weg Werft nicht soviel weg.  Don’t throw so
much away.

Alternatives to the imperative

Using modal verbs
As an alternative to the imperative, it is often possible to use constructions with

modal verbs:

Kannst du bitte kommen? Can you please come?
Sie miissen sich jetzt entscheiden. You must decide now.
Du sollst jetzt deine Ubungen machen.  You should now do your exercises.

Instructions given in this way may sound less direct and more appropriate in certain
situations.
The infinitive

Another option — especially when trying to catch someone’s immediate attention —
is to use the infinitive form of the verb:

Aufpassen! Watch out!
Aufstehen! Es ist schon acht Uhr. Get up! It’s already 8 o’clock.

Structures with wir

There’s also a wir form of the imperative, corresponding to the English ‘Let’s...”:

Es ist spit. Gehen wir! It is late. Let’s go!
Seien wir ehrlich. Let’s be honest.

Exclamation marks

In written German, exclamations marks add emphasis and urgency. Depending on
context, they heighten emotions such as excitement, anticipation or impatience.
However, overuse will diminish the intended impact.
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Did you know?

If you want to modify requests or instructions, there are a few words in German —
apart from bitte — you can use. While mal makes an imperative sound softer, doch
reassures the other person:

Helfen Sie uns mal. Help us.
Ruf mich doch an. Phone me.

If — on the other hand — you become impatient, and want to intensify what you are
saying, use endlich or schon:

Komm schon!
Mach das endlich!

There are no literal translations for these words in English. However, they will add
flavour and colour to your speech.

e  For more information on separable verbs in the present tense, see Unit 8.

Exercise 10.1

Fill in the missing imperative forms.

sein trinken vergessen recyceln posten
du | Sei offen und
ehrlich.
Sie Trinken Sie | Vergessen Sie das
mehr! nicht!
ihr Recycelt Postet

mehr. den Blog.

Exercise 10.2

Complete the following sentences with the appropriate imperative form of the verb
in brackets. Use the du form for all sentences.

Example: dich bitte nicht so ! (aufregen)
— Reg dich bitte nicht so auf!

1 mir bitte, was passiert ist. (erkldren)

2 etwaszuessen . (mitnehmen)

3 nichtso viel Zeit in deinen sozialen Netzwerken. (verbringen)
4 dir fiir das Konzert ein anderes Hemd . (anziehen)



5 nochmal dariiber . (nachdenken)

6 mir das Tablet, bitte. (geben)

7 bitte die Datei fiir mich . (hochladen)
8 dich bitte schnell. (entscheiden)

9 so, wie du behandelt werden mochtest. (handeln)

Exercise 10.3

Be more direct! Convert the following sentences with modal verbs into equivalent
imperative constructions.

Example: Kannst du bitte lauter sprechen?
— Sprich bitte lauter.

Kannst du bitte kommen?

Konnen Sie mich gegen 17 Uhr zuriickrufen?

Du sollst nicht so viel Netflix sehen.

Du kannst am besten mit dem Zug fahren.

Sie miissen endlich mehr gegen Fake News tun!

Thr miisst euch besser auf die Priifungen vorbereiten.

Thr kdnnt meinen Post auf euren sozialen Netzwerken teilen.
Du musst mehr auf dich achten.

Sie kdnnen meine Petition unterstiitzen.

O 0 1 O L KW~

Exercise 10.4

Decide whether the words in italics add a softer tone (S), reassurance (R) or a sense
of impatience (I) to these sentences. The first one has been done for you.

Raum endlich dein Zimmer auf. (/)
Kontaktieren Sie mich doch. (__)
Komm bitte mal riiber. (__)

Fangt schon an. (__)

AW N —

Exercise 10.5
Translate the following sentences into German. Use the Sie, du and ihr forms.

Don’t work too much.

Call me back in two hours.

Help me, please.

Be on time, please.

Support our project.

Share my post on your social networks.
Recycle more.

~N N BN =
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10 Checklist

The 1 Do you know how to form the three different types of imperative?

Imperative 2 What happens to verbs which have a vowel change in the du form?

3 What spelling variations apply in the du form?

4 Do you know any alternatives to the imperative?

5 Can you name at least two words you can use to soften or intensify a
request or a command?
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UNIT 11

The present tense

The present tense in German
The present tense in German is mainly used:

e to refer to events that are happening at the present time:
Tilmann schreibt eine Nachricht.
Tilman is writing a message.

e to describe habitual actions and general statements:
Am Samstagmorgen gehen wir immer auf den Bauernmarkt.
On Saturday morning we always go to the farmers’ market.

Die Erde dreht sich um die Sonne.
The earth revolves around the sun.

In addition, the present tense in German often refers to the future when the context
makes this clear:

Nichste Woche hat sie wieder mehr Zeit.
Next week she’ll have more time again.

There is only one present tense form in German

Note that German has only one present tense form, which corresponds to all three
forms (the simple present, the progressive present and the emphatic present) that
exist in English:

‘T work. (simple present)
Ich arbeite. = ‘I am working’’ (progressive present)
‘I do work. (emphatic present)
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Formation of regular and irregular verbs

The present tense form of verbs is usually constructed by taking the stem of the
infinitive and adding the appropriate personal ending.

Note that the process of changing a verb from the infinitive form into a verb with
a personal ending is called conjugation. All verbs with a personal ending are called

finite verbs.

In the following sections we explain the formation, patterns and spelling varia-
tions of regular and irregular verbs.

Regular verbs

Regular verbs add the following ending to the stem. The stem is the infinitive form
of a verb without -en or -n:

ich -e
du -st
Sie -en
er/sie/es -t
wir -en
ihr -t
Sie -en
sie -en

Irregular verbs

frag-en
frage
fragst
fragen
fragt

fragen
fragt

fragen
fragen

mach-en
mache
machsz
machen
mach?

machen
machz

machen
machen

triium-en
triume
traumsz
triumen
trium¢?

triumen
trium¢

triumen
triumen

jobb-en
jobbe
jobbst
jobben
jobbt

jobben
jobbz

jobben
jobben

Most irregular verbs form their present tense by adding the same endings as regu-

lar verbs.

Note that many irregular verbs require a change in their stem vowel for the du

and er/sie/es forms.

ich -e
du -st
Sie -en
er/sie/es -t
wir -en
ihr -t
Sie -en
sie -en

geh-en
gehe
gehst
gehen
geht

gehen
geht

gehen
gehen

komm-en
komme
kommst?
kommen
komm¢

kommen
komm¢

kommen
kommen

fahr-en
fahre
fdahrst
fahren
fihrt

fahren
fahrt

fahren
fahren

empfehl-en
empfehle
empfiehls?
empfehlen
empfiehlt

empfehlen
empfehls

empfehlen
empfehlen

For a list of irregular verbs and their stem vowel changes, see page 241.



Patterns of vowel change

There are certain patterns in the way irregular verbs change their stem vowel in the
present tense. The most common ones are:

a - a

au —  éu

e - i
— ie

fahren
laufen
essen
sehen

11
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du fihrst, er/sie/es fihrt to drive
du liufst, er/sie/es lauft to run
du isst, er/sie/es isst to eat
du siehst, er/sie/es sieht to see

Irregular verbs with different patterns

A few frequently used verbs follow an irregular pattern in the present tense: haben
‘to have’, sein ‘to be’, werden ‘shall/will’ or ‘to become’ and wissen ‘to know’:

ich

du

Sie
er/sie/es
wir

ihr

Sie

sie

haben
habe
hast
haben
hat

haben
habt

haben
haben

sein
bin
bist
sind
ist

sind
seid
sind
sind

werden
werde
wirst
werden
wird

werden
werdet
werden
werden

wissen
weil}
weilit
wissen
weil}

wissen
wisst

wissen
wissen

Note that haben, sein and werden often function as auxiliary verbs as they help to
form compound tenses and passive constructions.

The modal verbs diirfen, konnen, miissen, sollen, wollen and mégen are also
quite irregular in the present tense. For an overview of all forms, see Unit 7.

Other spelling variations

e When the stem ends in either -d, -t, -m and -n an additional letter -e is added
between the stem and the personal endings of du, er/sie/es and ihr:

infinitive
arbeiten
finden
regnen
atmen

Stem

- arbeit

find
regn
atm

finite verb
du arbeitest
er findet

es regnet
ihr atmet

you work
he finds

it rains

you breathe
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e Verbs whose stem ends in -s, -B, -X, -z only add the letter -t in the du form and
not -st:

infinitive Stem finite verb

reisen —  reis du reist you travel
heifien heif du heifit you are called
mixen mix du mixt you mix
tanzen tanz du tanzt you dance

e Verbs which end in -ern such as dndern ‘to alter, to change’, erneuern ‘to
renew’, speichern ‘to save’, twittern ‘to tweet’, wandern ‘to hike’, only add -n
to the stem of the Sie, wir and plural sie verb forms:

ich speichere wir speichern
du speicherst ihr speichert
Sie speichern Sie speichern
er/sie/es speichert sie speichern

e In the ich-form verbs ending in -eln such as googeln ‘to google’, handeln ‘to
trade’, lacheln ‘to smile’, recyceln ‘to recycle’, sammeln ‘to collect’, drop the
letter -e before the -1:

ich google wir googeln
du googelst ihr googelt
Sie googeln Sie googeln
er/sie/es googelt sie googeln

Ich handle mit PC-Software. I trade in computer software.
Wie recycle ich richtig? How do I recycle the right way?

Integrating verbs from English

In recent years, numerous English verbs have been adopted into German.
Grammatically, they are treated as regular verbs and their infinitive forms either
end in -eln, -ern or -en:

e -eln, -ern: canceln, googeln, recyceln, twittern
e -en: jobben, facebooken, liken, lunchen, mobben, mountainbiken,
scrollen, skateboarden, updaten, voten

They follow the regular pattern of endings:
Sie facebookt und twittert iiber das Leben in New York.

Ich jobbe dieses Wochenende.
Wir canceln das Meeting.



Did you know?

While the German language does not have a continuous tense (as in ‘I am reading’),
it’s possible to use the adverb gerade ‘just’, ‘now’ to emphasise that an action is
happening at the same time, and/or is ongoing:

Was machst du gerade? What are you doing (right now)?
Ich lese gerade ein interessantes I am (just) reading an interesting book
Buch iiber Globalisierung. about globalisation.

e  For a list of modal verbs in the present tense, see Unit 7.
e  For more information on separable verbs in the present tense, see Unit 8.
e  For the use of the present tense referring to the future, see Unit 15.

Exercise 11.1

Indicate which of the irregular verbs in the following list change their stem vowel
in the present tense by marking them with a \/ and put a y next to those that do not.
You can use the list on page 241 to help you. The first two have been done for you.

1 fahren Vv 7  gefallen 13 essen 19 sprechen
2 Dbleiben 8  sitzen 14 trinken 20 beraten

3 schen 9 laufen 15 laden 21 denken

4 fangen 10 texten 16 vergessen 22 helfen

5 geben 11 tragen 17 werden 23 nehmen

6  handeln 12 kommen 18  treffen 24 empfehlen

Exercise 11.2

Now write out the ich, du and er/sie/es forms of all verbs with a stem vowel change
from Exercise 11.1.

Exercise 11.3

Write out the full present tense forms (ich, du, Sie, er/sie/es, wir, ihr, Sie, sie) of
the following verbs:

1 posten, 2 beenden, 3 rechnen, 4 griilen, 5 schiitzen, 6 recyceln, 7 verhandeln,
8 dndern.
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Exercise 11.4
Complete the following sentences with the correct verb forms.

Example: du dieses Geschift? (empfehlen)
— Empfiehlst du dieses Geschift?

1 Marina einen Text. (posten)

2 Sie bei einer Eventagentur und Kunden. (arbeiten, beraten)
3 du das bitte fiir mich? (googeln)

4 Ich oft nach meinem Bauchgefiihl. (handeln)

5  Wir die vielen freiwilligen Helfer. (bewundern)

6 du dich nachher noch mit deinen Kollegen? (treffen)

7 ihr, ob es drau3en noch ? (wissen, regnen)

8 Das ich leider nicht. (wissen)

Exercise 11.5

Translate the following sentences into German.
1 She works in Dresden.

2 Yes, he does work today!

3 She speaks three foreign languages.

4 You are driving too fast. (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
5 She runs slowly.

6  How do I recycle this?

7  Icollect old mobile phones.

8 Do you like dancing? (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)

9  Are you from New York? (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)
1

0 You know how expensive life in London is. (Use the du, Sie and ihr forms.)

Checklist

v

1 Can you list all personal endings of the regular verb héren in the
present tense?

2 Do you remember four patterns of vowel changes with irregular verbs?

3 Which four frequently used verbs have a different pattern of change?

4 What happens to verbs ending in -eln and -ern in their present tense
forms?

5 To what other time can the present tense also refer in German?




UNIT 12

The present perfect tense

Usage in English

In English, the present perfect tense is used for past events that are linked to the
present. This stands in contrast to the simple past tense which refers to actions that
were completed in the past:

present perfect  ‘They have not arrived yet.’
simple past ‘They arrived last week.’

The present perfect tense in German

In German, it is not relevant whether a past event refers to the present in some way
or if the action was completed in the past. Instead, the main difference in usage is
based on the following:

o the present perfect is generally used when speaking about the past, irrespective
of how long ago an event occurred and

e the simple past is mainly used in written language, especially in a more for-
mal context.

Formation - the main principles
The present perfect is a compound tense, which is constructed with the appropri-
ate form of haben or sein + the past participle of the relevant verb. There are three

main patterns:

e regular verbs usually take haben and form the past participle by adding
ge- + t- to the stem:

Wie hast du das gemacht? How did you do that?
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e jrregular verbs also mostly use haben. The past participles tend to end in -en
rather than -t and often undergo a vowel change:

Er hat einen Mango-Ingwer- He drank a mango ginger smoothie.
Smoothie getrunken.

e verbs referring to movement or a change of state take sein:

Sie ist mit Eurowings geflogen. She flew with Eurowings.

Here are the forms in more detail.

Regular verbs

Formation

The present perfect tense of most regular verbs is constructed by using the present
tense of haben + the past participle of the relevant verb.

The past participle is formed with the stem of the verb, which is the infinitive
without -(e)n. The prefix ge- is then added at the beginning and the letter -t at
the end:

infinitive stem past participle

horen - hor ge +hor +1¢ listened, heard
sagen sag ge+tsag+t said

googeln googel ge + googel +¢ googled

Irregular verbs

Adding ge- + -en to the stem

The past participle of most irregular verbs is formed by putting ge- in front of the
stem and -en at the end:

infinitive stem past participle

geben - geb ge+geb +en given
lesen les ge+les +en read
sehen seh ge+seh +en seen

Stem vowel change

Many irregular verbs have a stem vowel change:

infinitive past participle

helfen - geholfen helped
finden gefunden found
schreiben geschrieben written

fliegen geflogen flown



Note that many German irregular verbs tend to be irregular in English. A good way 12

to learn irregular verb forms is to work with a list of verbs, which you can find at The present

the end of this book and in most dictionaries. perfect tense
There are also some patterns of stem vowel changes. For more information, see

Unit 13.

Mixed verbs — stem vowel change, but ending in -t

There are verbs called mixed verbs which combine the characteristics of regular and
irregular verbs as they change their stem vowel and add -t when forming the past
participle. Here are some examples:

infinitive past participle

brennen — gebrannt burned
bringen gebracht brought
denken gedacht thought
kennen gekannt known
nennen genannt named
wissen gewusst known

Verbs taking sein

A number of verbs in German form their present perfect tense with the present tense
of sein + past participle. They can be divided into the following groups:

Verbs indicating movement from one location to another

This group contains commonly used irregular verbs such as gehen ‘to go’, fahren
‘to go (by vehicle),, abfahren ‘to depart’, kommen ‘to come’, ankommen ‘to
arrive’, laufen ‘to run’, ziehen ‘to move’ (to another city/country):

Ich bin ins Fitnesscenter gegangen.
I have gone/went to the gym.

Seid ihr mit euren Elektroridern gefahren?
Did you go on your e-bikes?

Das Paket ist heute Morgen angekommen.
The parcel has arrived/arrived this morning.

There are also some regular verbs indicating movement such as hiken ‘to hike’,
joggen ‘to jog’, mountainbiken ‘to mountain bike’, reisen ‘to travel’, segeln ‘to
sail’, wandern ‘to hike’, ‘to ramble’, einwandern ‘to immigrate’, auswandern ‘to
emigrate’ which require sein:
89
Oksana ist letztes Jahr durch Siidostasien gereist.
Oksana travelled through South East Asia last year.
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Ich bin in den Alpen gehikt.
I did some hiking in the Alps.

Im ersten Halbjahr sind weniger Menschen nach Deutschland eingewandert.
Fewer people emigrated to Germany in the first half of the year.
Verbs expressing a change of state

Another group of verbs indicates a process or a change of state. They include
aufwachen ‘to wake up’, aufwachsen ‘to grow up’, aufstehen ‘to get up’, ein-
schlafen ‘to fall asleep’, sterben ‘to die’, wachsen ‘to grow’, werden ‘to become’:

Er ist Altenpfleger geworden.
He has become/became a carer for the elderly.

Du bist aber gewachsen!
How you have grown!

Sie ist eines natiirlichen Todes gestorben.
She (has) died of natural causes.

Other verbs — bleiben, passieren, sein

There are three other commonly used verbs, which also take sein to form the pre-
sent perfect: bleiben ‘to stay’, passieren ‘to happen’ and sein ‘to be’:

Wir sind nur eine Woche geblieben.
We only stayed for a week.

Was ist denn passiert?
What (has) happened?

Er ist zum ersten Mal im Ausland gewesen.
This was his first time abroad.

Other points to watch out for

Some past participles don’t start with ge-
Note that the following verbs form their past participles without adding ge-:
e verbs ending in -ieren, such as aktualisieren ‘to update’, sich engagieren ‘to be

committed to’, kommunizieren ‘to communicate’, manipulieren ‘to manipu-
late’, probieren ‘to try’, reagieren ‘to react’, studieren ‘to study’:

Er hat sein Profil aktualisiert.
He (has) updated his profile.



Sie hat schnell reagiert. 12

She (has) reacted quickly. The present

perfect tense
e verbs with the inseparable prefixes be-, emp-, ent-, er-, ge-, miss-, ver-, zer-:

Haben Sie online bezahlt?
Have you paid / Did you pay online?

Sie hat mir einen guten Physiotherapeuten empfohlen.
She recommended a good physiotherapist to me.

For more information on verbs with inseparable prefixes, see Unit 8.

Separable verbs

Separable verbs form their past participles by placing -ge- between the separable
prefix and the main verb: anhéingen — angehéngt, mitnehmen — mitgenommen

Er hat die Datei angehiingt.
He (has) attached the file.

Habt ihr eure Sommersachen mitgenommen?
Have you brought/Did you bring your summer things with you?

Word order

In a main clause the relevant form of haben or sein is the second element and the
past participle moves to the end:

Er hat sich bei einem Start-up-Unternehmen beworben.
He (has) applied to a start-up company.

Wir sind nach Berlin gezogen.
We (have) moved to Berlin.

In subordinate clauses, the appropriate form of haben or sein is usually placed in
the last position. It is preceded by the past participle:

Stimmt es, dass er fiir die Griinen kandidiert hat?
Is it true that he ran for office to represent the Green Party?

Ich denke, dass sie in die Stadt gegangen sind.
I think that they have gone/went into town.
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Using the simple past instead of the present perfect

Although the present perfect is normally used when talking about past events, it
is quite common to use the simple past tense of modal verbs in spoken German:

Ich konnte gestern nicht kommen. I couldn’t come yesterday.
Was wolltest du eigentlich kaufen? What did you actually want to buy?

Note also that the present perfect of haben and sein is often replaced with the sim-
ple past forms:

Ich habe keine Zeit gehabt. — Ich hatte keine Zeit.
Ich bin in einem Meeting gewesen. — Ich war in einem Meeting.

Did you know?

Sometimes, the verbs fahren and fliegen form their present perfect with haben
(instead of with sein) when the focus is on the driver or pilot. However, this usage
is quite rare:

Er hat den Transporter selbst gefahren.
He drove the van himself.

Sie hat den Hubschrauber geflogen.
She flew the helicopter (herself).

e For more details on modal verbs in the simple past tense, see Unit 7.
e  For all forms of haben and sein in the simple past tense, see Unit 13.
e  For more information on irregular verb changes, see Unit 13.

e For alist of irregular verbs, see page 241.

Exercise 12.1

Which of the following verbs are regular, irregular and so-called mixed verbs? Put
each one in the appropriate column. The first one has been done for you.

+-schretben 7 passieren 13 rennen 19 wachsen
2 googeln 8 fahren 14 bringen 20 wissen

3 fliegen 9 machen 15 horen 21 kennen

4 reservieren 10 trinken 16 besuchen 22 kommen
5 stellen 11 helfen 17 reisen 23 bewerben
6 denken 12 bleiben 18 sein 24 verstehen
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Exercise 12.2
Write down the past participle forms of all verbs in Exercise 12.1.
Example: schreiben — geschrieben

Nine of these verbs require sein to form the present perfect. Can you identify them?

Exercise 12.3

Complete the sentences in the present perfect. All verbs below form their present
perfect tense with sein.

Example: Ich am Wochenende . (hiken)
— Ich bin am Wochenende gehikt. (hiken)

1 Der DAX am Dienstag leicht . (fallen)

2 Die Temperaturen im Laufe des Tages . (steigen)

3 Es weniger Menschen in die EU . (emigrieren)

4 etwas ? (passieren)

5 Er letztes Jahr den Istanbul-Marathon . (laufen)

6 Linda mit 6ffentlichen Verkehrsmitteln . (kommen)
7 Er in einer Kleinstadt . (aufwachsen)

8 Ich im letzten Urlaub viel . (schwimmen)

9 Was eigentlich aus eurem Onlineprojekt ? (werden)

Exercise 12.4

Follow the two examples and put the following sentences into the present perfect
tense.

Examples: Ich gehe oft spdt ins Bett. — Frither bin ich nie spit ins Bett

gegangen.
Er hat jetzt kurze Haare. — Friiher Aat er nie kurze Haare gehabt.

Sie liest jetzt die Digital-Ausgabe.

Er interessiert sich fiir klassische Musik.

Jetzt fahren wir mit 6ffentlichen Verkehrsmitteln.

Du schreibst jetzt meistens WhatsApp-Nachrichten. 93
Er kiimmert sich viel um seine Eltern.
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Er setzt sich fiir die Umwelt ein.
Wir gehen oft aus.
Er aktualisiert regelmifig sein Profil.
Er joggt jetzt fast jeden Morgen.
0 Abends sind sie jetzt immer zu Hause.

— O 0 3 O

Exercise 12.5
Translate the following sentences into German, using the present perfect tense.

Have you eaten something? (Use the du, ihr and Sie form.)
What did he ask?
I flew with Swiss Air.
We only stayed three days.
Has the parcel arrived?
I didn’t know that.
She grew up in Berlin and then moved to Munich.
He was always interested in politics.
They immigrated to Germany.
0 He became a journalist.

— 0O 00 31N N AW~

Checklist v

1 When is the present perfect tense normally used in German?

2 How do you form the past participle for regular and irregular verbs?

3 Can you explain what a mixed verb is and give an example?

4 When do you form the present perfect tense with sein?

5 How do separable verbs form their past participles?




UNIT 13

The simple past tense

Usage in German

The simple past tense in German is mostly used in written language, especially in
articles, reports, novels and CVs.

Die Wirtschaftsministerin eroffnete den neuen Technologiepark.
The minister of economy opened the new technology park.

Mit 19 Jahren begann ich mein Jurastudium.
When I was 19, I began to study law.

In contemporary German grammar terms the simple past tense is called Priteritum
‘preterite’. However, it is often still referred to as Imperfekt ‘imperfect’.

Regular verbs

Formation

Regular verbs do not change the vowel in their stem. The simple past tense is formed
by adding the appropriate personal endings:

frag-en mach-en tridum-en jobb-en
ich -te fragte machze traumfze jobbte
du -test fragtest machfzest triumfest jobbtest
Sie -ten fragten machten triumten jobbten
er/sie/es -te fragte machtze triumfze jobbtze
wir -ten fragten machten triumten jobbten
ihr -tet fragtet machtet triumtet jobbtet
Sie -ten fragten machten traumften jobbten

sie -ten fragten machten traumten jobbten
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Note that it is the -t after the verb stem that characterises the regular simple
past form.

Ich machte ein Kisesandwich und einen Salat.
I made a cheese sandwich and a salad.

Er jobbte friiher in einem Callcenter.
He used to temp in a call centre.
Variations in personal endings

With regular verbs whose stems end in -d,-m, -n or -t such as arbeiten ‘to work’,
an extra -e is added:

ich arbeitete wir arbeiteten
du arbeitetest ihr arbeitetet
Sie arbeiteten Sie arbeiteten
er/sie/es arbeitete sie arbeiteten

Other verbs following this pattern include atmen ‘to breathe’, begegnen ‘to meet’,
beobachten ‘to observe’, 6ffnen ‘to open’, posten ‘to post’, rechnen ‘to calculate’,
reden ‘to talk’, retten ‘to rescue, updaten ‘to update’, voten ‘to vote’, warten
‘to wait’.

Er redete die ganze Zeit, wiihrend wir arbeiteten.

He talked continuously while we were working.

Irregular verbs

Irregular verbs, often also called ‘strong verbs’ (starke Verben), either change
their stem vowel (bleiben — blieb, geben — gab), or sometimes their whole stem
(gehen — ging). The following personal endings are added to the modified stem:

bleib-en —  geb-en — geh-en — sing-en —
blieb gab ging sang
ich blieb gab ging sang
du -st bliebst gabst gingst sangst
Sie -en  blieben gaben gingen sangen
er/sie/es blieb gab ging sang
wir -en  blieben gaben gingen sangen
ihr -t blieb? gabt gingt sangt
Sie -en  blieben gaben gingen sangen
sie -en  blieben gaben gingen sangen

Note that the ich and er/sie/es forms have no endings.



Ich blieb fiir eine Woche in Toronto. I stayed in Toronto for a week. 13

The simple
.. . . . . . past tense
Er ging in die Stadt, um seine He went into town to meet his friends.
Freunde zu treffen.
Variations in personal endings
When the stem of an irregular verb in the simple past ends in -d, -s/ss/B or -t, an
additional -e is normally added to the du form and the ihr form:
finden - fand du fandest ihr fandet
lesen las du lasest ihr laset
beiflen biss du bissest ihr bisset
sitzen saf} du saBest ihr safi(e)t
leiden litt du littest ihr littet
schneiden schnitt du schnittest ihr schnittet
Note that these du and ihr forms are often replaced with the present perfect tense:
Fandest du dein Ladegeriit?
— Hast du dein Ladegeriit gefunden?
Ihr safit in der ersten Reihe?
— Thr habt in der ersten Reihe gesessen?
Mixed verbs and modal verbs
Mixed verbs
There are verbs called mixed verbs that have a stem vowel change but take the end-
ings of regular verbs. The most common of these are:
infinitive simple past
brennen —  brannte burned
bringen brachte brought
denken dachte thought
kennen kannte knew
nennen nannte named
rennen rannte ran
wissen wusste knew
Ich kannte die Schauspielerin aus I knew the actress from another
einer anderen Serie. series. 97

Das dachte ich mir. I thought so.
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Sie wussten nicht, dass es in der Niihe They didn’t know that there was a fac-
ein Factory-Outlet-Centre gab. tory outlet nearby.

Modal verbs

Modal verbs form their simple past tense in a similar way to mixed verbs. They
change their stem vowel but use regular verbs endings for the simple past endings.

As an example, here are all the simple past tense forms of miissen ‘must, to
have to’

ich musste, du musstest, Sie mussten, er/sie/es musste,
wir mussten, ihr musstet, Sie mussten, sie mussten.

For a list of all modal verbs in the simple past tense, see Unit 7.

Verbs with different patterns - haben, sein and werden

Here are all forms of the frequently used verbs haben ‘to have’, sein ‘to be’ and
werden ‘will/shall’, ‘to become’:

haben sein werden
ich hatte war wurde
du hattest warst wurdest
Sie hatten waren wurden
er/sie/es hatte war wurde
wir hatten waren wurden
ihr hattet wart wurdet
Sie hatten waren wurden
sie hatten waren wurden

Patterns of stem vowel changes

Many irregular and mixed verbs follow certain patterns when changing their stems
in the simple past and the present perfect tense. Some common patterns are:

infinitive simple past  past participle
e—a—o0 bewerben bewarb beworben to apply
sprechen sprach gesprochen to speak
treffen traf getroffen to meet
e—a—e lesen las gelesen to read
vergessen vergal} vergessen to forget

geben gab gegeben to give



ei—ie—ie bleiben blieb geblieben to stay
scheinen schien geschienen to shine, to appear
schreiben schrieb geschrieben to write
i—-a—u finden fand gefunden to find
singen sang gesungen to sing
trinken trank getrunken to drink
ie—o-o fliegen flog geflogen to fly
schlieflen schloss geschlossen to close
verlieren verlor verloren to lose

Did you know?

The official classification of German regular and irregular verbs began around 1819
when Jacob Grimm, who — together with his brother Wilhelm — did some pioneering
work into the German language, and decided to call irregular verbs stark ‘strong’,
and regular verbs schwach ‘weak’.

Jacob Grimm arrived at these two terms because he considered verbs that
change their stem vowel in past tense forms to be ‘strong’, while verbs that retain
their stems were ‘weak’.

Although the expressions ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ are still applied to verbs, many
contemporary German grammar publications refer to verbs as regular, irregular
and mixed.

e  For more details on modal verbs in the simple past, see Unit 7.
e  Forinformation on separable verbs in the simple past, see Unit 8.

e Foralist of irregular verbs, see page 241.

Exercise 13.1

Write out the full simple past tense of the following verbs for all persons: ich, du,
Sie, er/sie/es, wir, ihr, Sie, sie.

1 wohnen, 2 fragen, 3 posten, 4 reden, 5 kommen, 6 schreiben, 7 gehen, 8 kennen.
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Exercise 13.2

Fill in the gaps below by using the simple past form of the verb directly before the
comma.

—_—

0N B

Example: Er wollte sich erst nicht bewerben, aber dann er sich

doch.
— Er wollte sich erst nicht bewerben, aber dann bewarb er
sich doch.

Ich wollte nicht lange bleiben, aber dann ich bis Mitternacht.

Wir wollten nichts trinken, aber dann wir doch etwas.

Er dachte, er kann seine PIN-Nummer nicht vergessen, aber dann er
sie doch.

Wir wollten die App nicht herunterladen, aber dann wir sie doch
Eigentlich wollte er die Kunden nicht beraten, aber dann er sie doch.
Sie wollten nicht voten, aber dann sie doch.

Es sollte nicht regnen, aber dann es den ganzen Nachmittag.

Er wollte es erst nicht zugeben, aber dann er es doch

Exercise 13.3

Complete all missing forms.

infinitive past simple present perfect

bewerben beworben

empfehlen

entscheiden

fand

gegeben

helfen

kommen

nahm

sah

sprechen

streiten

vergessen

verstanden




Exercise 13.4

Here is a short version of the fairy tale Hansel and Gretel by the Grimm brothers.
Fill in each gap by using the appropriate simple past form of the verb or verbs in
brackets. The first one has been done for you.

1 Hénsel und Gretel gingen in den Wald. (gehen)

2 Die Kinder an ein kleines Hauschen. (kommen)

3 Vor dem Hauschen eine Hexe. (stehen)

4  Die Hexe ihnen Pfefferkuchen. (geben)

5 Hénsel und Gretel sehr miide und ins Bett. (sein,
gehen)

6  Am nichsten Morgen Gretel friih aufstehen und arbeiten. (miissen)

7  Die Hexe Hinsel im Ofen braten und essen. (wollen)

8  Die Kinder einen Plan, um der Hexe zu entfliechen. (haben)

9 Sie die Hexe in den Ofen. (stoBen)

10 Dann sie nach Hause. (laufen)

Exercise 13.5
Translate the following sentences into German by using the simple past tense.

I made a coffee.
We stayed until midnight.
They forgot his name.
She took her handbag and drove into town.
There was a problem with the charger.
She met her friends.
The Grimm brothers collected fairy tales.
It rained the whole day.
He knew it.
0 I thought so.
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Checklist v
1 What is the simple past called in German?

2 Can you list the endings for regular verbs in the simple past?

3 How do most irregular verbs change?

4 Do you know all simple past tense forms of haben, sein and werden?
5 Which pattern of stem vowel changes would you apply for finden and
trinken, helfen and sprechen, bleiben and schreiben in the present

perfect tense and simple past tense?
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UNIT 14

The past perfect tense

What is the past perfect tense?

The past perfect tense, also called the pluperfect tense, is one of the three past tenses
in German. It is used when speaking or writing about the past to refer to events that
happened before:

Gestern traf ich Tanya. Wir hatten uns seit 20 Jahren nicht gesehen.
Yesterday, I met Tanya. We hadn’t seen each other for 20 years.

Formation of the past perfect

The past perfect tense is a compound tense. It is formed with the simple past tense
of haben or sein + the past participle of the main verb:

Sie war heute Morgen sehr miide, denn sie hatte die Nacht vorher wenig
geschlafen.
This morning, she was very tired because she hadn’t slept much the night before.

Er wollte Spanish lernen, nachdem er durch Mexiko gereist war.
He wanted to learn Spanish after he had travelled through Mexico.

Past perfect with haben

The past perfect for most verbs is formed by using the appropriate simple past form
of haben + the past participle of the relevant verb.

This applies to regular and irregular verbs which take haben in the present per-
fect tense:

kauf-en vorbereit-en seh-en
ich hatte gekauft vorbereitet gesehen
du hattest gekauft vorbereitet gesehen

Sie hatten gekauft vorbereitet gesehen



er/sie/es hatte gekauft vorbereitet gesehen 14

wir hatten gekauft vorbereitet gesehen The past

ihr hattet gekauft vorbereitet gesehen perfect tense
Sie hatten gekauft vorbereitet gesehen

sie hatten gekauft vorbereitet gesehen

Ich hatte die Kopfhorer gekauft, bevor sie billiger angeboten wurden.
I had bought the headphones before they were reduced in price.

Wir hatten uns gut auf den Test vorbereitet und konnten die Fragen
beantworten.

We had prepared well for the test and could answer the questions.

For more information on verbs taking haben and how to form the past participle,
see Unit 12.

Past perfect with sein

Some regular and irregular verbs take the simple past tense of sein + past participle
when forming the past perfect tense:

reis-en einwander-n geh-en
ich war gereist eingewandert gegangen
du warst gereist eingewandert gegangen
Sie waren gereist eingewandert gegangen
er/sie/es war gereist eingewandert gegangen
wir waren gereist eingewandert gegangen
ihr wart gereist eingewandert gegangen
Sie waren gereist eingewandert gegangen
sie waren gereist eingewandert gegangen

Ich wusste nicht, dass Marvin nach Istanbul gereist war.
I didn’t know that Marvin had travelled to Istanbul.

Nachdem sie von Ruméinien nach Deutschland eingewandert war, machte sie
gleich einen Sprachkurs.
After she had emigrated from Romania to Germany, she immediately enrolled

on a language course.

For more information on verbs taking sein, see Unit 12.
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The past perfect in main and subordinate clauses

Main clauses

In main clauses, the simple past of haben or sein is the second element and the past
participle is placed at the end:

Die Firma hatte die neue App bereits letzte Woche prdisentiert.
The company had already launched the new app the week before.

Subordinate clauses

In subordinate clauses the relevant form of haben or sein moves to the last position,
preceded by the past participle:

Ich offnete die Tiir, nachdem ich den Schliissel gefunden hatte.
I opened the door after I had found the key.

Er sah entspannt aus, weil er im Wellnesscenter gewesen war.
He looked relaxed because he had been to a wellness centre.

Usage with other past tenses

When the past perfect tense is used in a subordinate clause, the main clause con-
nected to it can either be in the present perfect or simple past tense:

present perfect Ich habe die Tiir gedffnet, nachdem ich den Schliissel
gefunden hatte.

simple past Ich éffnete die Tiir, nachdem ich den Schliissel gefunden
hatte.

present perfect Er hat entspannt ausgesehen, weil er im Wellnesscenter
gewesen war.

simple past Er sah entspannt aus, weil er im Wellnesscenter gewesen war.

Alternative to the past perfect

In German, the past perfect tense is often substituted with the present perfect, espe-
cially in spoken German:

Er sprach perfekt Englisch, nachdem er ein Jahr in Boston gelebt hatte.
— Er sprach perfekt Englisch, nachdem er ein Jahr in Boston gelebt hat.



However, in order to clarify the sequence of past events, it is sometimes necessary
to use the past perfect even in colloquial speech:

Nachdem wir alle Zutaten besorgt hatten, kochten wir etwas zusammen.
After we had bought all the ingredients, we cooked something together.

Did you know?

The past perfect is often found in sentences containing the conjunctions nachdem
‘after’ and bevor ‘before’

Nachdem sie das neue Gesetz verbabschiedet hatten, gab es viele Proteste.
Bevor er nach Berlin zog, hatte er lange in Stuttgart gewohnt.

It also frequently appears with expressions of time such as davor ‘before that’ or
vorher ‘before, previously’ and in negative sentences containing seit ‘for, since’,
meaning ‘had not”:

Er arbeitete als IT-Spezialist. Davor hatte er Informatik studiert.
Ich war vorher noch nie in der Oper gewesen.
Wir hatten seif vielen Jahren kein Englisch mehr gesprochen.

e  For more information on forming the past participle, see Unit 13.

Exercise 14.1
Complete the following sentences with the appropriate form of hatten or waren.

Example: Er bekam die Stelle, weil er schon ein Praktikum gemacht
— Erbekam die Stelle, weil er schon ein Praktikum gemacht hatte.

1 Er sagte mir, wohin er letztes Wochenende gefahren .

2 Wir mussten uns beeilen, denn wir zu spit aufgestanden.

3 Sie war gestresst, weil sie acht Stunden am Bildschirm gearbeitet

4  Er konnte sich in Beijing gut verstandigen, weil er Chinesisch gelernt
Ich musste den Termin absagen, da ich krank gewesen .

6  Die Leute waren iiberrascht, denn so etwas noch nie passiert.
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14 Exercise 14.2

The past

perfect tense Complete the following sentences in the past perfect tense, starting with davor
‘before that’.

Example: Achim lebte lange Zeit in Rom. Davor er in Florenz

— Achim lebte lange Zeitin Rom. Davor hatte er in Florenz gelebt.

—_—

Er trank nur noch griinen Tee. Davor er meist Kaffee .
2 Er konnte nicht viel essen. Davor er schon ein Thunfischwrap

Sie trug gestern einen Hoodie. Davor sie nie Hoodies

4 Sie gingen dann noch ins Fitnesscenter. Davor sie nie ins Fitness-
center .

5 Sie interessieren sich seit ein paar Wochen fiir Twitter. Davor sie

sich nie fiir Twitter

w

Exercise 14.3

Convert the following sentences by using nachdem as shown in the example:

Example: Zuerst stand ich auf. Dann friihstiickte ich.
— Nachdem ich aufgestanden war, friihstiickte ich.

1 Ich putzte mir die Zdhne. Dann verlie3 ich das Haus.

2 Ich war im Biiro. Dann sprach ich mit verschiedenen Kunden.

3 Ich machte Mittagspause. Ich traf mich mit Kollegen zu einer Bespre-
chung.

4 Die Arbeit war zu Ende. Ich machte einige Besorgungen.

5  Ich kam zu Hause an. Ich bestellte ich eine Pizza online.

6  Ich aB} die Pizza. Dann sah ich eine Serie.

Exercise 14.4
Translate the following sentences into German, using the past perfect tense.

We hadn’t seen each other for 10 years.

Before that I had lived in Hamburg.

Before that he had been a doctor.

She was stressed because she had worked the whole day.

I didn’t know that you had been to Vienna. (Use the du form.)
I knew that she had travelled through Africa.

Before he bought the new laptop, he had sold his old one.
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8  He wanted to read the book after he had seen the film. 14

9  They spoke better Spanish after they had lived in Madrid. The past
10 They had never been to the opera before. perfect tense
Checklist v

1 When is the past perfect tense used?

2 How do you form the past perfect?

3 Apart from davor, can you name two other words you often find in
past perfect tense sentences?

4 With what can the past perfect tense often be substituted?
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UNIT 15

The future tense

Referring to the future in German

The future tense in German is formed with the verb werden:

Wirst du in Zukunft 6fters Will you be working abroad more
im Ausland arbeiten? often in future?

Wir werden uns wahrscheinlich ~ We will probably be delayed.

verspiiten.

Note that there is also another less frequently used future tense in German, the

future perfect tense. For more details see the last two sections of this unit.

Formation of the future tense

The future tense is constructed with the present tense form of the auxiliary verb
werden + the infinitive of the relevant verb:

Ich werde den Zug verpassen. I shall/will miss the train.
Du wirst dich morgen besser fiihlen.  You will feel better tomorrow.
Werden Sie eine Fortbildung machen? Will you do some more training?

Er wird das gleich erledigen. He will deal with it at once.
Wir werden heute anfangen. We shall/will start today.
Ihr werdet alles erfahren. You will find out everything.
Werden Sie zur Feier kommen? Will you come to the party?
Was werden sie sagen? What will they say?

Note that werden is an irregular verb and changes its stem vowel in the du and
er/sie/es forms.



Usage and functions

The future tense is used less frequently in German than in English. If the context

makes the reference to the future clear, the present tense is normally used instead.
However, the future tense still occurs in the following instances:

e when the reference to the future is not clear:

Tim wird wieder in Kéln wohnen.
Tim will be living in Cologne again.

The alternative in the present tense: Tim wohnt wieder in Kéln would be under-
stood as: ‘Tim is now living in Cologne again.’

e stating intentions or to emphasise a point:

Ich werde meinen Mobilfunkanbieter wechseln.
I will change my mobile phone network provider.

Die Buchmesse wird Mitte Miirz stattfinden.
The book fair will take place in mid-March.

e to make predictions and to convey the meaning of probability or assumption
often in conjunction with bestimmt ‘certainly, surely’, wahrscheinlich ‘prob-

ably’, moglicherweise ‘possibly’, vielleicht ‘maybe’, wohl ‘probably’:

Es wird bestimmt nicht lange dauern.
Surely it won’t take long.

Ich werde vielleicht Pilates ausprobieren.
Maybe I will try Pilates.

Das wird wahrscheinlich funktionieren.
That will probably work.

Morgen wird es wohl regnen.
It’s probably going to rain tomorrow.

Using the present tense to refer to the future

In German, the present tense — rather than the future tense — is normally used to
refer to the future, especially when this is clearly indicated by an expression of time:

Ich komme gleich wieder.
I’ll be right back.

15
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Ubermorgen bin ich in New York.
The day after tomorrow, I’ll be in New York.

Die neue Staffel beginnt in einem Monat.
The new season will start in one month.

Sie heiraten ndchstes Jahr.
They will get married next year.

Frequently used words or expressions to indicate the future include: gleich ‘right
away’, bald ‘soon’, demnichst ‘soon / before long’, heute Abend ‘this evening’,
‘tonight’, morgen ‘tomorrow’, iibermorgen ‘the day after tomorrow’, nachstes
Wochenende / niachste Woche, etc., ‘next weekend / next week’, etc., in einem
Monat ‘in one month’, in zwei Tagen/Wochen/Monaten ‘in two days/weeks/
months’, kommendes Jahr ‘next year, (in) the coming year’.

Difference between ‘will’ and ‘want to’ in German

Be careful not to confuse the English ‘will’ indicating the future, with the German
modal will meaning ‘want to’ in German:

Ich will jetzt etwas essen.
I want to eat something now.

Ich werde weniger Fastfood essen.
I will eat less fast food.

The future perfect

Formation

The future perfect is used to refer to events that will be completed in the future. It
is formed with the present tense form of werden + past participle of the main verb
+ the infinitive forms of haben or sein:

Nichstes Jahr wirst du den Kredit abbezahlt haben.
Next year, you will have paid off the loan.

Morgen um diese Zeit wird er in Sydney angekommen sein.
Tomorrow at this time, he will have arrived in Sydney.

Usage

The future perfect tense is rarely used in contemporary German and is mostly
replaced by the shorter construction of the appropriate present tense form of haben
or sein + past participle:



Nichstes Jahr wirst du den Kredit abbezahlt haben. 15
— Niichstes Jahr hast du den Kredit abbezahlt. Thefutire
tense
Morgen um diese Zeit wird er in Sydney angekommen sein.

— Morgen um diese Zeit ist er in Sydney angekommen.

Did you know?

werden is an important verb in German which can be used in a number of contexts.
When it stands on its own it usually means ‘to become’:

Sie wurde Ingenieurin. She became an engineer.

In combination with other verbs, it is not only used in the formation of the future
tenses, but also for the passive and subjunctive:

Das Haus wurde erst vor drei Jahren  The house was built only three

gebaut. years ago.
Wenn ich du wire, wiirde ich mehr If T were you, I would sleep more.
schlafen.

Note that while you construct the future tense with werden + infinitive, you form
the passive with werden + past participle.

Exercise 15.1

Write out the present tense forms of werden for all persons: ich, du, Sie, er/sie/es,
wir, ihr, Sie, sie.

Exercise 15.2

Put more emphasis on the following statements by using the future tense
with werden.

Example: Morgen machen wir einen schonen Ausflug.
— Morgen werden wir einen schonen Ausflug machen.

Nichste Woche ziehen wir um.

Im April besuche ich dich.

Er verkauft jetzt endlich sein Dieselauto.

Die Videokonferenz dauert nicht lange.

Sie bewirbt sich bei einem Start-up-Unternehmen. 111
Er freut sich bestimmt iiber die Geschenke.
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Die Bundestagswahlen finden im Herbst statt.

In drei Tagen fangt die FuB3ball-WM an.

Gehst du am Nachmittag im Outletcenter shoppen?
0 Was macht ihr diesen Sommer?

— O 0

Exercise 15.3
Nuance your answers by using werden + the adverb in brackets.

Example: Wird Anita wieder in ihrem alten Job arbeiten? (wohl)
— Ja, sic wird wohl wieder in ihrem alten Job arbeiten.

1. Wird das neue Modell im August auf den Markt kommen?

— Es wird . (vielleicht)
2. Wird sich Inez bei dem neuen Yogastudio anmelden?
— Ja, sie wird . (wahrscheinlich)
3. Wird Paul die deutsche Staatsangehorigkeit beantragen?
— Er wird . (moglicherweise)
4. Werden sich die Fahrpreise ab dem 1. Januar wieder erh6hen?
— Ja, sie werden . (bestimmt)

Exercise 15.4

Transform the following sentences from the future perfect into an alternative con-
struction as shown in the example:

Example: Im August wirst du sicher das Examen bestanden haben.
— Im August hast du sicher das Examen bestanden.

Nachstes Wochenende wirst du deinen Kurs beendet haben.
Morgen um diese Zeit wirst du schon in Berlin angekommen sein.
Er wird wohl schon wieder krank gewesen sein.

Bis néchsten Freitag werden sie unser Paket erhalten haben.
Kommenden Juli wirst du 10 Jahre im Ausland gelebt haben.

In zwei Jahren werde ich meine Ziele erreicht haben.

AN N AW~



Exercise 15.5 15

The future
Translate the following sentences into German, using the future tense with werden. tense

I’11 call you tomorrow. (Use the du form.)
She’ll be working until 6 o’clock.
What will you be doing this evening? (Use the du, ihr and Sie forms.)
Will you come to Munich next summer? (Use the du, ihr and Sie forms.)
I’ll be right back.
It won’t take long.
He’ll probably be at home.
They will surely come to the party.
She will apply for German citizenship.
0 This evening, they will have arrived in Beijing.

— O 00 31O\ L bW~

Checklist v

1 How do you form the future tense in German?

2 Can you name three instances in which the future tense is normally
used in German?

3 How do you form the future perfect?

4 Can you name at least six expressions referring to the future?

5 Can you give the different meanings of ich will and ich werde?
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UNIT 16

Adjectives

Adjectives describe nouns
Adjectives provide more information about nouns:

Dieses Smartphone ist teuer.
This smartphone is expensive.

Sie ist eine interessante Frau.
She is an interesting woman.

Adjectives can either appear after the noun (Dieses Smartphone ist teuer) or
directly in front of the noun they describe (eine interessante Frau).

Adjectives after nouns - no endings
Adjectives do not change when they appear after the noun or pronoun they describe.
This is often the case in connection with the verbs sein ‘to be’ and werden ‘to

become, to turn out’:

Daniel ist sehr sympathisch.
Daniel is very likeable.

Das Video wurde wirklich gut.
The video turned out really well.
Adjectives before nouns take endings

An adjective preceding a noun normally requires an ending. This variation is called
declension. The patterns of endings depend on whether the adjective appears



e with no article

e with an indefinite article or

e with a definite article

All three patterns are explained in the following sections.

Adjectives with no article

Here is an overview of adjective endings without a preceding article:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative | nachhaltiger nachhaltige | nachhaltiges | nachhaltige
Tourismus Mode Wachstum Produkte
accusative | nachhaltigen | nachhaltige | nachhaltiges | nachhaltige
Tourismus Mode Wachstum Produkte
dative nachhaltigemn | nachhaltiger | nachhaltigem | nachhaltigen
Tourismus Mode Wachstum Produkten
genitive nachhaltigen | nachhaltiger | nachhaltigen | nachhaltiger
Tourismus Mode Wachstums Produkte

Note that in the absence of an article, the adjectives function as ‘markers’ for the

noun and are very similar to the endings of the definite article.

Usage

Here are all endings in the nominative:

Nachhaltiger Tourismus soll fair und 6kologisch sein.
Sustainable tourism should be fair and ecological.

Nachhaltige Mode ist sehr wichtig fiir mich.

Sustainable fashion is very important to me.

Nachhaltiges Wachstum — geht das?
Sustainable growth — is it possible?

Nachhaltige Produkte liegen im Trend.
Sustainable products are trendy.

16
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Adjectives with the indefinite article

Here is an overview of adjective endings when the adjective is preceded by an
indefinite article:

masculine feminine neuter plural

nominative | ein eine ein interessante
interessanter | interessante | interessantes | Gespriche
Tipp Idee Design

accusative | einen eine ein interessante
interessanten | interessamte | interessantes | Gespriche
Tipp Idee Design

dative einem einer einem interessanten
interessanten | interessanten | interessanten | Gesprichen
Tipp Idee Design

genitive eines einer eines guten interessanter
interessanten | interessanten | Designs Gespriiche
Tipps Idee

Note that the above adjectives in the nominative and accusative have the endings
associated with the definite article.

Other determiners — the possessives and kein

All possessives (mein, Thr, unser, etc.) and the negative kein follow the same
declension pattern as ein, but note that all p/ural adjective forms end in -en:

nominative
accusative
dative
genitive

Usage

meine/keine interessanten Gespriche
meine/keine interessanten Gespriche
meinen/keinen interessanten Gesprichen
meiner/keiner interessanten Gespriche

Here are all endings in the accusative:

Er hat einen interessanten Tipp fiir uns.
He’s got an interesting tip for us.

Sie hatte eine interessante Idee.

She had an interesting idea.

Das Haus hat ein interessantes Design.
The house has an interesting design.

Ich hatte sehr interessante Gespriche mit ihm.

I had very interesting conversations with him.



Diesmal haben wir leider keine interessanten Gespriiche gefiihrt.
This time, we didn’t have any interesting conversations, unfortunately.

Adjectives with the definitive article

Here is an overview of adjective endings when the adjective is preceded by a defi-

nite article:

masculine feminine neuter plural
nominative | der neue die neue das neue die neuen
Film Serie Smartphone | Episoden
accusative den neuen die neue das neue die neuen
Film Serie Smartphone | Episoden
dative dem neuen der neuen | dem neuen den neuen
Film Serie Smartphone | Episoden
genitive des neuen der neuen | des neuen der neuen
Filmes Serie Smartphones | Episoden

Note that adjectives after the definite article only take two endings: -e and -en. The
ending -en is added to all adjectives in the dative and genitive.

Usage

Here are all endings in the dative:

In dem neuen Film spielt Johnny Depp die Hauptrolle.
In the new film Johnny Depp plays the main role.

Von der neuen Serie bin ich nicht gerade begeistert
I am not exactly impressed by the new series

Mit dem neuen Smartphone kann ich sehr gut Fotos machen.
With the new smartphone I can take very good photos.

Von den neuern Episoden habe ich bislang keine verpasst.

I haven’t missed any of the new episodes yet.

Other determiners — alle, dieser, etc.

After alle “all’, dieser ‘this’, einige ‘some/any’, jeder ‘every’, viele ‘many’, the end-
ings of adjectives are the same as the adjectival endings with the definite article:

Ich finde dieses neue Smartphone viel zu teuer. (accusative, neuter)
I think the new smartphone is much too expensive.

Alle neuen Episoden kannst du auch herunerladen. (accusative, plural)

You can also download all the new episodes.

16
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16 Points to watch out for
Adjectives
Spelling variations

When positioned before a noun, adjectives with -au or -eu (sauer, teuer) drop the
-e before -r, while adjectives ending in -el (dunkel) drop the -e before the -1. Also
note that hoch loses the letter -c:

Sie trigt ein teures Outfit.
She is wearing an expensive outfit.

Es war eine dunkle Nacht.
It was a dark night.

Sie haben sich ein hohes Ziel gesetzt.
They set themselves a high target.

Different endings

Colours ending in -a, such as lila ‘purple’, rosa ‘pink’, don’t take endings in stand-
ard German:

Sie mag ihr lila Abendkleid.
She likes her purple evening gown.

Er trigt ein rosa Hemd.
He wears a pink shirt.

The same applies to a few adjectives loaned from other languages and used in
an informal context. They include klasse ‘great’, super ‘great’, ‘fantastic’, crazy
‘crazy’, trendy ‘trendy’:

Das war ein klasse Abend.
This was a great evening.

Sie haben eine super Woche gehabt.
They’ve had a great week.

However, most foreign adjectives follow the normal declension patterns:

Das war ein cooler Abend.
That was a cool evening.

Adjectives constructed from names of towns and regions end in -er and don’t
change their forms:
118 .
Der Frankfurter Hauptbahnhof wurde gerade renoviert.
The Frankfurt railway station has just been renovated.



Schwarzwilder Kirschtorte ist nach wie vor ein Klassiker.
Black Forest gateau remains a classic.
More than one adjective

If an adjective is closely followed by one or more adjectives, they usually all take
the same ending:

Sie hat ein neues, schnelles und cooles Smartphone gekauft.
She bought a new, fast and cool smartphone.

An einem warmen, sonnigen und friedlichen Tag fuhren sie in die Berge.
On a warm, sunny and peaceful day, they went to the mountains.

Comparative and superlative forms of adjectives

Formation

Adjectives are frequently used in the comparative and superlative forms. The com-
parative form is constructed by adding -er while the superlative is formed with am
+ -sten.

comparative superlative
billig —  Dbilliger — am billigsten
informativ informativer am informativsten

Note that most monosyllabic adjectives with the stem vowel a, o or u also take an
umlaut in both forms:

comparative superlative
warm —  wirmer — am wirmsten
jung jiinger am jiingsten

Usage before and after a noun

When appearing after a noun the comparative and superlative form don’t take any
additional endings:

Ist dieses Label bekannter?
Is this label better known?

Mein Laptop war am billigsten.
My laptop was the cheapest.

16
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When the comparative or the superlative appear directly before a noun, the usual
endings for adjectives are added. Note that with the superlative am is omitted:

Ich habe einen jiingeren Bruder. (indef. art., acc., masc.)
I’'ve got a younger brother.

Er nahm das kleinste Stiick. (def. art., acc., nom., neuter)
He took the smallest piece.

Spelling variations and irregular forms

Note the following spelling variations:

e in the comparative form adjectives ending in -el drop the -e, while adjectives
ending in -er drop the -e after -au and -eu:
dunkel — dunkler — am dunkelsten, teuer — teurer — am teuersten

e adjectives ending in -d, -t, -haft, -s, -6, -x and -z usually insert an extra -e in
the superlative:
gesund — gesiinder — am gesiindesten, interessant — interessanter — am inte-
ressantesten, traumhaft — traumhafter — am traumhaftesten,
serios — serioser — am seriosesten, siifl — siiller — am siillesten,
komplex — komplexer — am komplexesten, stolz — stolzer — am stolzesten

e hip adds an extra -p and fit an extra -t:
hipper — hipper — am hippsten, fit — fitter — am fittesten

e hoch, grofl and nah:
hoch — hoher — am hdéchsten, grofl — gréofler — am grofiten, nah — niiher —
am nichsten

e gut and viel have quite irregular forms:
gut — besser — am besten, viel - mehr — am meisten

Different ways of comparing — als and
SO ... wie / nicht so ... wie

There are two main ways of comparing in German:

o als is frequently used to express inequality, corresponding to the English than:
Das Leben in Miinchen ist teurer als in Kéln.
Life in Munich is more expensive than in Cologne.

e 50 ... wie expresses the idea of equality and corresponds to the English as...as:
Er ist so grof} wie sein Bruder.
He is as tall as his brother.

e Dby using nicht so ... wie, you can also state a difference:
Er ist nicht so grof§ wie sein Bruder.
He is not as tall as his brother.



Did you know?

When you combine two adjectives — often in the context of colours — they are writ-
ten as one word:

dunkel + grau — dunkelgrau
hell + rot — hellrot
blau + griin — blaugriin

For more unusual colour descriptions in German, you often add ‘-farben’: die
sandfarbene Hose ‘the sand-coloured trousers’, das erdfarbene Kleid ‘the earth-
coloured dress’, die ockerfarbenen Schuhe ‘the ochre-coloured shoes’.

e  For the use of adverbs, including the comparison and superlative forms, see

Unit 17.

Exercise 16.1

The following sentences contain examples of adjectival endings with indefinite arti-
cles, possessives and the negative kein. Identify the case, gender and number as
shown in the example below.

Example: Ich kaufe mir ein teures Mountainbike. —
Case: accusative; gender: neuter; number: singular.

Ich begriile einen alten Freund aus Hannover.
Das ist aber eine gute Idee!
Ein heiller Kamillentee hilft bei Magenproblemen.
Was kann ich meiner neuen Kollegin schenken?
Er wohnt in einem hippen Stadtteil.
Wir helfen unseren neuern Nachbarn beim Einzug.
Es ist gut, dass sie ein nachhaltiges Konzept haben.
Das Wiener Schnitzel ist ein typisches Essen aus Osterreich.
Trotz einer leichten Verletzung konnte er spielen.
0 Wegen eines langeren Staus hatten sie 40 Minuten Verspétung.
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Exercise 16.2

Use the adjectives from the previous exercise and write out their forms with the
definite article, using the same case and number as before.

Example: ein teures Montainbike — das teure Mountainbike
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Exercise 16.3

Fill in the missing forms of the adjectives below. The first one has been done for you.

comparative superlative
hoch hoher am hochsten

teurer
dunkel

siifer
nah

grofler
fit

am besten

nachhaltig

komplexer

Exercise 16.4
Complete the missing endings.

Nachhaltig  Mode ist sehr wichtig fiir sie.

Ich liebe elektronisch  Musik.

Deutsch__ Bier ist weltbekannt, deutsch_ Wein weniger.

Die neu__ App funktioniert gut.

In den sozial _ Medien hat sich die Nachricht schnell verbreitet.

Er trdgt eine modisch__, hellgrau__ Jacke mit einem eng geschnitten__,
dunkelblau__ Hemd.

Tina engagiert sich fiir viel  humanitir __ Projekte.

Sie spricht oft mit ihren alt _ Freundinnen.

Das Thema ist komplex  und kompliziert _ als ich dachte.

Es ist ein komplexer  Thema als viele Leute denken.

Er hat mit seiner jlinger  Schwester einen traumhaft  Urlaub an der
polnisch _ Ostseekiiste verbracht.

12 Trotz des heil_ Wetters lief sie den Berlin  Marathon in neu__ Rekordzeit.
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Exercise 16.5
Translate the following sentences into German.
1 The city is big and modern.

2 He loves Italian music.
3 German beer is world famous.



4 You have to read the new book about Mozart. (Use the Sie form.)
5 It was a cool and interesting exhibition.
6  She is wearing her dark brown shoes.
7  How often do you speak with your old friends? (Use the du form.)
8  She likes the pink bag.

9  Munich is more expensive than Hamburg.

10 We have a bigger flat than before.

11 She is as friendly as her sister.

12 The film is not as interesting as the book.

Checklist

1 When does an adjective normally take an ending?

2 Can you name all adjective endings when they appear with no article?

3 Do you know the endings for adjectives following an indefinite article?

4 What are the two endings of adjectives when they appear with a
definite article?

5 When do you use als and so ... wie in comparisons?
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UNIT 17
Adverbs

Adverbs and adjectives

While adjectives describe nouns, adverbs generally provide more information about
verbs:

adjective Sie ist schon. She is beautiful.
adverb Sie singt schon. She sings beautifully.
adjective Der Rucksack ist leicht. The rucksack is light.
adverb Er nahm es leicht. He took it lightly.

Contrary to English where adverbs often differ from adjectives (beautiful 